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NOTE 

IN presenting the claims of The Equitable 
Union, the author desires to avoid every 
appearance of egotism, arrogation or presump- 
tion, for the manifestation of such a spirit 
weakens an argument, although it may be logic- 
ally correct. Believing that God is the chief 
authority and the moving power, for establish- 
ing more equitable methods in our political, 
economic and spiritual relations, there shall be 
no evasion or equivocation in proclaiming here- 
with the important truths contained within 
this book. 



PREFACE 

PRESUMING that God has a paternal care for 
the welfare of all mankind^ and knowing 
the inequitable methods practiced by the 
opulent few towards the many poor and illit- 
erate, we may readily conclude that His favor 
is with us in our earnest efforts to estabhsh such 
an order of things that would redound to His 
glory and secure a greater degree of equity and 
happiness for the whole hmnan race. 

With this desirable object in view, a careful 
study was made some years ago to ascertain 
about what these necessary changes should be. 

Having since then fully decided this impor- 
tant feature of the subject, practicable methods 
were next originated, formulated and simplified 
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for putting them into practice for the universal 
benefit of mankind in accordance, as it is be- 
lieved, with the Divine plan. 

Further efforts have been made during recent 
years to promote this cause, and this quiet, 
peaceful movement has been steadily growing 
within the minds and hearts of the people, till 
now we may be numbered by many millions, 
who are fully convinced of the wisdom and 
patriotism of this movement. 

This increasing multitude is thoroughly united 
in sentiment and seems determined to sustain 
these cardinal principles of reform which are 
embraced in what is now called The Equitable 
Union. 

Whatever then the reader finds within this "* 
little book, are honest and truthful conclusions 
which have been gathered by experience and by 
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many years of study and research^ from the 
vast experiences of many master minds, indued 
with high moral and spiritual attainments. 

The mere conception of a higher order of 
civilization is not particularly modem, but the 
sunplified and practicable methods for obtain- 
ing this much desired condition within a few 
years, are probably herein set forth for the first 
time. 

It is indeed most astonishing, when we come 
to dissect our body politic, and our religious 
formalism and sectarianism, with the keen edges 
of honest reason and spiritual discernment, 
to see the useless multiplicity of schemes that 
seem to be devised to hoodwink the unsuspect- 
ing and the uninformed for purely selfish pur- 
poses; and these things are manifest in nearly 
9,11 the walks of life. 
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We should first learn it ourselves and then 
teach it to others, that man is by the inunu- 
table laws of nature, a trio heingy having a 
physical, a mental and a spiritual nature, and 
in order that he might enjoy perfect happiness, 
these three qualities must be duly and wisely 
provided for. 

Therefore, when a government with its poUti- 
cal, economic and religious institutions, is com- 
plete in its simplicity and eflSciency, no more 
can be desired than to harmoniously conduct it 
onward for the equal and lasting benefits of all. 

To explain in a brief and comprehensive man- 
ner, how this can be easily and quickly accom- 
plished, is the chief object of this condensed 
work. 



v^ 



INTRODUCTORY 

THE object of this equitable movement is to 
greatly improve the conditions of man- 
kind everywhere, both temporally and spirit- 
ually, and it is therefore, intended to ulti- 
mately extend to all parts of this inhabitable 
globe. 



Do not be surprised or discouraged at these 
assertions, for you, like all the rest of us, are 
only required to become a unit member of the 
whole regenerate body and perform your indi- 
vidual functions conscientiously towards your 
God, yourself and your brother man. 

This is no secret, selfish or narrow minded 
organization^ limited for the benefit of a few^ 

18 / 
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with its set resolutions, by-laws, sectarian creeds, 
etc.; nor has it any particular officials to be 
drawing large and unearned salaries from the 
humble and most worthy producers of wealth. 

And yet, this movement is more powerful 
than all others, and is continually gathering its 
hosts from the better elements of humanity 
wherever its equitable and God-like influences 
are felt. 



In this country, we already see the disintegra- 
tion of nearly all the old party lines and super- 
stitious bonds, which is regarded as an im- 
portant advancement towards the establish- 
ment of this great Union. 

The "leaven'' is surely at work and as God 
is in our favor, we can not fail to accomplish this 
important work in due time. 
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Ignorance J intemperance^ hnUal force, concen- 
trated wealth and hypocritical formalismforspinir 
ual worship, should depart from amongst us 
forever. 

Some persons may not yet see these things in 
their true light, whilst some others who do see 
them, are either unwilling or too cowardly to 
confess what they know to be true and join with 
The Equitable Union. 

Ere long, however, the intelligent mind and 
the sanctified spirit, will wonder that such gross 
injustice in secular matters could have been 
tolerated so long; and that the formalism 
practiced by sectarianism to-day, could have 
ever had place with a civilized people, as a 
means of reconciling God, our Spiritual Father^ 
to our needy and yearning souls. 
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We earnestly trust and believe, that the im- 
partial study of this little book, will yet cause 
a few more rays of heavenly light to dawn upon 
this favored nation. 

We are firm believers in the probability of 
realizing the answer to that prayer which has 
gone out in multiplied millions of voices, from 
all over Christendom, during the last nineteen 
centuries; provided we enact and execute laws 
in harmony with its just requirements: — "Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth/' 

"Faith without works is dead,'' however, 
and the answer to this prayer can never be real- 
ized until we do something more than to simply 

repeat it in our forms of worship. 

> 

We call it the Lord's Prayer, but it is our 
prayer by sufficient authority, given to us for 
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fulfillment by the wise teacher of Nazareth, 
an^. it is our fault alone that it is not being 
answered and realized to-day. 

We must here "show our faith by our works," 
by striking glad hands like common brothers, 
which we are, and then begin to work and to 
vote aright. 

God is just as potential and as willing to 
assist us now as He ever has been to assist others 
before us, but not any more so, and yet. He will 
not do that which we can do and should do 



Indeed, we may always be sure that our 
Spirit Father is ever ready and willing to aid 
and comfort us in every good thought, word 
and deed, and this is all that any sane mind 
with a clean spirit can reasonably expect or 
ask for. 
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PART FIRST 

Spibitual, Religious and Ethical Conclu- 
sions. 
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Long experience and ability secure righteous con- 
clusions. No man knoweth his origin, but it is vastly 
more important to property know and improve the present 
time. Present time is the only real time and never ends. 
So-called past and future time are merely ideal. — 
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conception of his full mission made plain. — ^John and 
Jesus plan for a new order of thmgs. Opposed to priest- 
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situation of things and proclaims the truth publicly. 
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SECTION I 

Magnitude of the subject here presented. 
Fullness of the times demand it. 
drvlne influence recognized in pro- 
claiming infallible guide for all man- 
KIND. 

1. Man, when possessed of God, may be re- 
garded as possessing aU things needful. 

2. Being conscious that the writer of these 
Imes is one of the sincere, willing and deter- 
mined instruments for action, and bemg promp- 
ted by the attributes of love, truth, equity and 
wisdom, he will go wheresoever duty calls or 
points the way, and will do whatsoever may be 
there and then enjoined. 

3. We are not alone in solving this question 
of life and its duties, though individually, I am 
most deeply and gravely impressed with the 
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magnitude of this subject, which must now 
be presented in a new, brief and modem sense. 

4. The condition of things and the fuUness of 
the times demand it and I seem to be chosen 
for this part of the work; therefore, I go forth 
with my soul full of deep soUcitude, calling upon 
both my God and my fellow man to witness the 
truthfuhiess of what is herein written. 

5. I must here recognize the Divine influence 
in this work, otherwise I would not be true to 
my God, to myself, to mankind or to this equit- 
able cause: firmly beUeving that I am con- 
strained by this higher authority to proclaim 
this, the most reasonable, complete and infallible 
guide for all mankind to follow from the cradle 
to the grave. 

6. It is not required of me here to elucidate 
the mysteries of Pagan mythology, nor attempt 
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to decipher for others the hieroglyphics of a 
prehistoric age^ for such things as they avail 
but little in practical life^ when exposed to 
the refulgent rays of modem lore; demanding 
from us truthful, thorough and speedy action. 
7. Like the most of mankind, the writer was 
trained during his earlier years too much in 
the beaten tracks of superstition, prejudice 
and false methods in political economy, and has 
had to overcome these evils by many years of 
faithful wrestling with the husks and hulls of 
life, tossing them aside and clearing the way 
till he has finally, and he beUeves positively, 
found the kernel of all good; and this, in order 
to be prosperous and happy, is what others need 
and must have as well as himself. 



SECTION II 

Spiritual conversion or regeneration ex- 
plained, AND THE HAPPY STATE OF THE 
CONVERT WHICH FOLLOWS THE SPIRITUAL 

UNION WITH God our Spirit Father. 

1. Now while I proceed further to give an 
example of spiritual conversion or regeneration, 
kindly hear me patiently and try to judge wisely 
of my own experience. 

2. I believe that many persons will readily 
understand me, whose experiences have been 
similar to my own, but some probably will not, 
when I state that it was nearly at sixteen years 
of age, and when surrounding circumstances 
were such that I became at first, deeply im- 
pressed with my utter unworthiness of God's 
mercy and protection — ^thus being thoroughly 
convicted of my sins for the first time. It was 

2^ 
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the most unhappy feeling I had ever realized) 
and I seemed to be the most forsaken being upon 
earth. 

3. With this great sorrow, humiUty and ready 
obedience, I earnestly petitioned for relief, time 
and again, but my case appeared to be more 
hopeless and became more distressing all the 
while, until I finally made a full surrender to 
the mercy and to the love of God, our Spiritual 
Father, when lo! my grief and mourning sud- 
denly departed, and then with exclamation, 
great joy and gladness, I became for the first 
time fully reconciled to God the Father and 
was thus spiritually bom of God the Divine 
Spirit and became, as I understand, one of 
His justified and adopted Spiritual sons and 
rightful heirs. 

4. "That which is bom of the flesh is flesh; 




26 The Equitable Union 

and that which is bom of the Spirit is Spirit/* 
"Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must be 
bom again/* 

6. From the carnal, the sinful, the unhappy 
and the unregenerate ways of my youth, I 
realized an entire change in my feelings, in my 
disposition and in my desires. 

6. My intellect was bright, my perception 
was clear, my judgment was correct, my 
thoughts were pure and my love was great for 
God, for mankind, for truth and for righteous- 
ness. 

7. Many others who had previously known 
me, also witnessed with much satisfaction 
this remarkable change that had been wrought 
within me. 

8. Fear was cast out, love and liberty were 
present, the affinity with the Divine nature 
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was complete and I was made one in Spiritual 
union and substance with the Father. 

9. I do not claim that all persons may have to 
go through the same-like experience that seemed 
to be necessary for my Spiritual birth or conver- 
sion, but, nevertheless, there must be complete 
humiliation, submission and a surrender of self- 
ishness, in order to prepare the way for your 
justification and reconciliation with the Divine 
nature, that you may rejoice in sharing the love, 
the mercy, and the protection of God, our Spirit- 
ual Father. 



SECTION III 

Long experience and ability secure 
righteous conclusions. no man 
knoweth his origin, but it is vastly 
more important to properly know 
and improve the present time. present 
time is the only real time and never 
ENDS. So-called past and future time 

ARE MERELY IDEAL. 

1. Now, having had an experience of over 
forty years in studying and closely observing 
every phase of both secular and sphitual lives, 
it seems to me that it is only fair and equitable 
that such an experience should be worthy of 
the highest consideration, and that considera- 
tion, by the wisest of men. 

2. The diversified experiences which it has 
been my privilege and my duty to pass through, 
with our Father's favor, has probably qualified 
me in a peculiar sense, for truthfully setting 
forth an impartial and equitable conclusion of 
this whole matter of life and its duties. 

29 
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3. In the very first place then, I assure you 
that we need not care one iota about our origm, 
whether we are descendants of the man Adam, 
according to the Scriptural account, or whether 
our origin be more ancient, as per Darwm, for 
this we can not know. 

4. The greatest things for us to be concerned 
about, is to know what we are now and what 
we are doing now. 

5. I therefore positively affirm that no man 
knoweth his origin, neither can he know it; 
moreover it is utterly useless for him to know it. 

6. Likewise, I affirm that no man knoweth 
what his post mortem condition may be in a 
spiritual sense, neither can he know it; more- 
over it is utterly useless for him to know it now. 

7. All mankind can know the present how- 
ever, and they now have to do with it and its 
obligations alone; therefore, it is both the 
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privilege and the bounden duty of every one of 
us to know how to improve the present right 
well. 

8. All of life and, therefore, all of happiness 
and aU of misety, are strictly confined to the 
^present and we have nothing whatever to do 
in action, either with the dead past or with the 
imaginary future. 

9. We can never have the past, nor can we 
ever have the so-called future, for they have no 
existence; but the present we always have, for 
it endureth forever and it is therefore eternal. 

10. We only have the present to deal with 
and it is most desirable for all to get this im- 
portant truth firmly established withm ourselves, 
act upon it wisely and all is well for all time 
as we then have nothing to fear. 

11. The recollection of what has passed, which 
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is past experience, may serve us well as a promp- 
ter for right action^ which is always for the present^ 
as no action can belong either to the non-ex- 
isting past or to the ideal future. 

12. They are, therefore, purely imaginary 
so far as their usefulness is concerned and are 
never realized, so we shall let them alone. 

13. If we neglect to improve the present, 
however, the past shall have been neglected and 
the imaginary future or the passing present 
can never reclaim it. 

14. Let us therefore, live aright forthepresew/ 
only and we shall thus live aright for all time. 

15. This important simplification of lifers 
methods, greatly reduces our burdens and 
renders us nearly masters of the situation. 
We have nothing to fear, we are always present, 
we see and we know all that need to concern us. 







SECTION IV 

Basic principles of The Equitable Union. 
Man is a trio being with one Spirit 
Father and one common destiny. End- 
less BLESSINGS OF ThE EqUITABLE UnION 
FOR ALL MANKIND. 

1. We should ever hail and welcome with 
much joy, all the developments of the physical, 
the mental and the spuitual forces, and who- 
soever recognizes these truths, and is m accord- 
ance therewith and contributes thereto, par- 
takes of the Divine or higher nature and becomes 
a unit member of one great family or one great 
regenerate body of humanity now known as 
The Equitable Union, whose head is God our 
Spiritual Father, our Spiritual Friend and our 
Spiritual Companion. 

32 
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2. This conditional membership of one great 
family or one body of humanity, has not been 
restricted to any particular period of the human 
race, and is not now restricted to any particular 
portion of the race, but this conditional member- 
ship or brotherhood of mankind and our rela- 
tionship with God, extend to all alike and has 
extended to all from time immemorial and will 
continue to extend in all time to come; only 
we have chiefly to do with mankind who are 
living to-day. 

3. Man has always been a trio being and must 
ever continue so; that is, he is a physical, a 
mental and a spiritual being: nothmg more 
and nothing less. 

4. During the last hundred thousand years 
or more that man may have existed upon this 
earth, for all that we know, when have not these 
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three principles or qualities been his natural 
inheritance 7 

5. Has not our Spirit Father been to him ih 
all ages the same as He is to mankind now ? 
Has man not always loved, aspired and prayed 
for his uplifting toward the Divine nature ? 

6. Yea more, has he not always obtained the 
same spiritual satisfaction whenever he became 
reconciled to God our common Father, that 
we of to-day obtain, upon this broad and most 
righteous belief? 

7. What right then have we as Jews, as Bud- 
dhists, as Christians, as Mohammedans or as 
any other organized religious sect — ^all of which 
axe chiefly known by thek respective narrow 
creeds, dogmas and ritualistic ceremonies — 
what right I ask, has any sect to claim any 
superiority over all others or over any other ? 

/J 
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S. Wherefore then, all these narrow mmded 
and selfish notions about special nationalities, 
special religions, special sects, special denomi- 
nations, special creeds, etc.? 

9. Are we not all one common brotherhood 
of the same-like natural principles, and have we 
not the one common Spirit Father and one com- 
mon destiny? 

10. Do we not now clearly understand the 
simplicity, the equity, the far-reaching influence 
and the general happiness that this most reason- 
able and natural belief and practice would surely 
secure for humanity? 

li. Verily, we are yet far from what God 
woiild have us be, and far from what this Union 
desires to see. 

12. Now, in order that we may live aright 
and enjoy the greatest possible good that man 
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is capable of obtaining, it is absolutely neces- 
sary that we start aright and then continue 
steadfast. 

13. The higher the type of character we 
strive to equal the easier and the more pleasant 
we shall find our duties and the more likely 
are we to succeed. 

14. To our brethren then throughout the 
worid, yea, to all mankind, be ye of so-called 
high estate or of so-called low degree, we pro- 
claim for you the unequalled privileges and the 
endless blessings of The Equitable Union. 

15. There have been many lovely characters 
of both sexes in all ages, but in every single in- 
stance their spiritual union with God and their 
love for mankind have produced them. 

16. This principle of our union with God 
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and union with mankindy lies at the spiritual 
threshold of The Equitable Union. 

17. This relationship with God, let us re- 
member, is not a special privilege of any par- 
ticular nation, people or sect, and whoever may 
be so selfish and wretchedly ignorant as to think 
so and teach it to others, has no spiritual union 
with the Father of light and love, does not know 
the first principles of true religion and is totally 
imworthy to be recognized as authority by The 
Equitable Union. 



t 



SECTION V 

Jesus an ideal and most consistent char- 
acter. As A DUTIFUL son HE PHYSI- 
CALLY exemplifies the dignity of labor. 
Yearning desire to know more of him. 
Probable misconception of his full 
mission made plain. 

1. In seeking for the highest type of human 
character to follow as an example, we find only 
one to whom the ideality of perfection is attrib- 
uted by a considerable number of mankind, 
and that one is Jesus the humble Hebrew car- 
penter, the philanthropist, the sage and the 
Savior, who lived at Nazareth in Palestine 
nineteen himdred years ago. 

2. So far as we know and so far as others 
know, this man Jesus never wrote a single word 
about himself for the benefit of posterity, but 
we do know that others at different times have 
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written of his character, or of his words and his 
works, in such a manner that they have deeply 
attracted our attention. 

3. Indeed, they seem to challenge our closest 
investigations, so that we too might decide for 
ourselves what it all means and how much it 
concerns you and me. 

4. With this duty I have individually com- 
pUed, and I wiU now state that my investiga.. 
tions have advanced so far that I am prepared 
to say something that is satisfactory for myself, 
and I trust for others, about this seemingly 
wonderful and yet most natural and consistent 
character. 

5. Whilst I would not detract one iota from 

a 

this very l^freable character of our dear friend 
and ^avior— as represented by many writers— 
I can hardly refrain from calling your attention 
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to the very limited knowledge we unfortunately 
have of the greater portion of his life, according 
to the accounts given to us of him in the Scrip- 
tures. 

6. From infancy to the age of twelve we know 
but Uttle of him, and from that period on to the 
age of thirty-during his teens and twenties- 
a most important period of human life and 
character, we may suppose that he was, in 
secular pursuits, chiefly a carpenter, for it is re- 
corded in the Scriptures that his father Joseph 
was a carpenter and that the boy Jesus went 
down from the temple at about the age of twelve 
years and was subject to his parents. 

7. In fact, we love to think of our dear brother 
and leader as a dutiful son, toiling at his trade, 
in haxmony with his brothers and sisters, to 
assist their poor parents in obtaining a comfort- 
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able livelihood aiid at the aame time, secure the 
valuable advantages of his physical develop- 
ment, and thus exemplify the necessity and the 
dignity of labor. 

8. See him shoving the plane, sawing the 
limiber, driving the nail with perhaps an oc- 
casional injured hand or finger, from a misstroke 
of the hanmier. 

9. Besides having all of this physical culture 
and ability, he also had a mental precocity, 
a sagacity and a discernment which enabled 
him to look deeply into cause and effect, and 
as the years advanced, he became more observ- 
ing and studious; taking up the questions of 
ethics, mentality and spirituaUty that he 
might solve them according to his great abihty, 
and thus be fully prepared for a proper and a 
timely presentation of them to the people. 
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10. How can we otherwise reconcile the ac- 
count of this brilliant youth who is reported to 
have discussed or wisely considered learned 
questions with doctors and other scholarly men -^^ 
in the Jewish temple, at the age of twelve, and 
then for eighteen long years drop apparently 
out of public existence? 

11^ Do we not yearn to know more of that 
character which we regard as a perfect example 
for mankind to follow? 

12. It is written of him thus and so, only by 
others, of what he said and did, and B^t^Vr he 
of himself. Yet, for all this and for any other 
criticism that might be advanced, or questions 
that might be asked concerning him, he ever re- 
mains the one tcteoZ character of human perfection. 

13. The ideality then of a perfect human 
character has gone out into the world and it 
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has been, and it still continues to be^ attributed 
to this Jesus of Nazareth. 

14. Whatever might be said of the man, quite 
enough is known of the spiritual teachings 
that are attributed to him, to satisfy any one 
who will consent to learn of them. 

15. Nevertheless, I have a very strong im- 
pression that great injustice has been done our 
dear friend and brother Jesus, by a perverted 
conception of his real character and mission 
concerning temporal affairs, and by false repre- 
sentations of his works and their intended 
practical effects. 

16. I regard it, therefore, my bounden duty 
and a part of this mission to let the world know 
the real and practical truth concerning his 
character and what he and his cousin John 
strove to have accomplished. 
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SECTION VI 

John and Jesus plan for a new order of 
THINGS. Opposed to priest-craft and 
king-craft. denounce hypocrisy, 
brutality and concentrated wealth. 
Basis of a higher civilization now 

PRESENTED. 

1. There seems to be so many conflicting 
statements of what Jesus said and did, and 
erroneous conclusions, having but Uttle practical 
utiUty in Uf e, that his real mission has apparently 
been shorn of much that he intended or desired 
should follow his equitable methods of instruct- 
ing the people. 

2. It should, therefore, ever be bome in mind 
that those two distinguished Jewish relatives, 
John and Jesus, were the children of parents in 
very humble circumstances, and in their strug- 
gles for a livelihood amongst the common people 
of the little city of Nazareth and elsewhere; 
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these young men, who probably saw each other 
very often, during their teens and twenties, 
had ample opportmiities for studying and real- 
izing how inconsistent and unjust were both the 
temporal rulers and the self-righteous priesthood 
of theu- time. 

3. It might be supposed that they, in com- 
pany with the several brothers of Jesus and other 
village friends, would often meet to express their 
views and lay their plans for a new order of 
things, which they so earnestly tried to establish 
a few years later. 

4. Indeed, then- plans of operation might 
be regarded as a reform, to be carried out some- 
what on the lines of socialism or communism, 
which might have done well enough as a reform 
for the condition of temporal things at that 
time, but this kind of poUtical economy can not 
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now satisfy the requirements of a much higher 
civilization than that which then prevailed. 

5. These men were unquestionably reformers 
and protestants of the most pronounced sort; 
particularly so against religious formalisms, 
priest-craft and king-craft, but this we beUeve 
was especially true of them after their spiritual 
conversion or regeneration and their full recon- 
ciliation to God our Spirit Father. 

6. They could then . no longer tolerate the 
formalism, hypocrisy and priest-craft so preva- 
lent in those days, nor could they agree with 
the tyrannical methods of those who professed 
to rule by Divine right, as a subterfuge, backed 
up by the forces of brutality, concentrated 
wealth and the undue selfishness which this 

^ condition of things mevitably produces in man- 
kind everjrwhere. 
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7. Hence, you may readily understand our 
present, earnest desire to get rid of our own 
concentrated wealth, with its make-shifts of 
false charities, pauperism/ignorance and beastly 
intemperance; all of which are still moving 
along in their usual corrupt harmony with 
the superstitious dogmas and bigotry which 
are taught and practiced by sectarianism and 
formalism to-day. 

8. Instead of tolerating these disturbing and 
degrading elements any longer, we should 
hasten' td Change our politico-economic methods 

, so as to have distributive wealth, general in- 
telligence, restrictive temperance and only one 
true and simplified religion for all mankind; 
that we may all worship with love and in har- 
mony with our one Spirit Father, 

9. We are now presenting to the world the 
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basis of a much higher civilization than has 
ever yet been realized by man ; and this civiUza- 
tion we confidently expect to fully establish 
by adopting the wise and most just principles 
of The Equitable Union. 

10. The impartial and intelligent reader of 
these lines will readily comprehend their truth- 
fulness^ and fully realize the vast importance 
of a general co-operation with this equitable 
movement, in order to hasten on the good 
work of one common brotherhood and the 
establishment of such an equitable government, 
that we may enjoy all the physical, the mental 
and the spiritual blessings of life that are pos- 
sible for us to secure here and now, and thus 
be fully prepared and reconciled to meet our 
one common destiny at the close of our well- 
spent lives. 



SECTION VII 

Jesus with his cousin John accepts the 
situation of things and proclaims the 

TRUTH PUBLICLY. ThEY STIGMATIZE THEIR 

rulers as blind guides, vipers, etc. 
They urge repentance and offer the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Their labor now 
producing many choice fruits. 

1. We should have it thoroughly impressed 
upon our minds, and have it become a part of 
our inmost character, so as to fully realize the 
important fact that Jesus, our wise Hebrew 
teacher, was radically opposed to all hypocrisy, 
shams, vain show and to any kind of misrepre- 
sentation of the real truth, as pertaining to all 
things. 

2. "I am the way, the truth and the life." 
"Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." 

40 
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3. In addition to his carpenter's business, he 
had so diUgently applied himself to the study of 
mankind and to aU other things around him, 
during his teens and twenties, that by the 
time he was about thirty years old, he felt 
assured of the unportance of the work he con- 
cluded should be done, and he simply accepted 
the situation as he found it prevailing amongst 
men and things, and with his cousin John, 
he began to proclaim the truth publicly. 

4, With his sagacity, his judgment and 
courage, he went earnestly and boldly at his 
work vnth the peophy declaring imto them what 
and how they should do to live better Uves, and 
to get rid of the oppression and inequitable 
methods that were practiced by those then in 
authority, and as they are unfortunately prac- 
ticed to a great extent to this very day. 
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5. In denouncing their rulers and their 
methods, they were called a generation of vipers 
and hypocrites, and likened them imto whited 
sepulchers, fair to look upon without but were 
fuU of corruption and wickedness withm. 

6. "Woe imto you, ye blind guides, which 
strain at a gnat and swallow a cameL" 'Te 
serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell?'' 

7. Let tL8 beware also, for we too are now 
forewarned of a similar condition of things 
here and now. 

8. "Repent ye, repent ye, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand," said both John and 
Jesus. "Behold, the kingdom of God is within 
you," said Jesus. 

9. These instructions mean a spiritual king- 
dom or a spiritual condition of our being to be 
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enjoyed here and now, and not a supposed 
heavenly kingdom, which is isaid to be located 
afar ofiF in the sky, as some imagine, nor on some 
other planet, or at some other time and place; 
but it is right /^ere; reach out and take it; pos- 
sess it and enjoy it now. 

10. This is the true gospel of John and Jesus, 
and it has been accepted and is being fulfilled 
and realized by the advocates and members of 
Tlie Equitable Union to-day. 

11. It is true that both of these good men 
lost their Uves in tragic ways, as martyrs to 
their just cause, but this does not matter so 
very much to the world at large, for they lived 
and labored long enough to sow some excellent 
seed which sprang forth and has been growing 
ever since, and is now producing many fold of 
the choicest fruits. 



CHAPTER SECOND 



Contents 

Illogical conceptions and gross ignorance r^arding 
religious methods. Common destiny of man demands 
imanimity of belief. Diflfererit' religions the cause of 
greatest cruelties and the bloody pages of history. 
Remedy for these and other evils found alone in The 
Equitable Union. The radical departure of John, Jesus 
and their early converts from old methods, fully warrant 
us in taking another onward' step towards the righteous 
kingdom for all mankind. — Our privilege and duty is to 
do like and be like Jesus. Much cruelty and oppression 
have emanated from state and religious authorities. We 
now know our God-given rights and dare to proclaim 
and live them. Our door stands widely open for you to 
join us in this most righteous movement. — Sterling quali- 
ties of Jesus. Truth defined. Our happiness requires 
its acceptance. Jesus adds to the good work of Moses 
and the prophets, but The Equitable Union must* carry 
it on to a finish. — 

We take Jesus at His word and settle oiir heavenly 
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condition here and rum. Do not worry^ be che^ul and 
always !-econciled to God. Jesus n^es our duty plain 
and shows the beautiful relationship of our spiritual union 
with God. He teaches spiritual perfection, eveil as our 
Heavenly Father is perfect.— Fear not death, but strive 
to make thid world a happy place for all. No concern for 
any other life whilst our joy is fvJl in the presence of God. 
Glorious truth that salvation is complete now. Possessing 
God, we cannot fear or fail. — God is our spiritual com- 
panion and is always present in His attributes. Regen- 
erate man partakes of the Divine nature and is God's 
impersonator. Spiritual union with God explamed. 
Man's free agency and God's opportunity. — ^The true 
method of worship explained. John and Jesus not in 
harmony with many of the modem methods of worship. 
Faith in believing a thing does not make it so. Deplor- 
able religious duties still enjoined. Higher civilization 
and greater happiness retarded by defective religious 
teachings. — 

The marriage question solved. Chastity and virtue 
have their rewards, while their violation is followed by 
advendty and d^adation. Can fully rely upon these 
truths. Heed no other teachings as they would lead us 
astray. Glorious work of The Equitable Union. 



SECTION I 

Illogical conceptions and gross ignorance 
regarding religious methods. common 
destiny of man demands unanimity of 
BELIEF. Different RELIGIONS THE cause 

OF GREATEST CRUELTIES AND THE BLOODY 

PAGES OF HISTORY. REMEDY FOR THESE 

AND OTHER EVILS FOUND ALONE IN ThE 

Equitable Union. The radical depar- 
ture OF John, Jesus and their early 

CONVERTS FROM OLD METHODS, FULLY WAR- 
RANT US IN TAKING ANOTHER ONWARD 
STEP TOWARDS THE RIGHTEOUS KINGDOM 
FOR ALL MANKIND. 

1. The dififerent religions of the world with 
their diversified and illogical conceptions, their 
unnatural and unrighteous methods, and their 
ungodly bigotry and sectarianism — ^which are all 
of one common humanity and brotherhood, and 
under one immutable law and common Spirit 
Father — is at once the expression of extreme 
selfishness and the grossest ignorance that ever 
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mankind has been guilty of establishing and 
upholding. 

2. These diversified opinions regarding the 
one common destiny of man, give us the strong- 
est evidence that we are able to produce, for the 
purpose of proving the lack of our knowledge, 
of any other life for us than the present one, and 
yet we do not deny that we may again live in 
some way, after death. 

3. Right here is where both conmion sense 
and truth, demand the most unanimity of 
belief, faith and action. 

4. No wonder then, that from this source of 
doubtful conclusions regarding man's religious 
belief and his destiny, there should emanate the 
greatest cruelties, massacres, wars, slaughter 
and devastation that the world has ever known. 

5. Look at the recent massacres of the 
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Annenians ; look at the persecutions and butch- 
ery of the Jews in Russia and elsewhere; look 
at the more recent massacres of the Christians 

in China ; look deeply into the causes of political 
and social troubles in our own country and into 

those of other coimtries, and look finally at the 

bloody pages of history everywhere, and we 

find this same guilty story told. 

6. Have we no reUable remedy for these 
terrible evils ? Yes, thank God, we have a most 
potent and an all-satisfying remedy. It is that 
which we find set forth in the principles of The 
Equitable Union ; with which all can now easily 
agree and accept, like sensible men and women. 

7. Let us, therefore, accept and practice these 
principles to the exclusion of all false or doubtful 
theories, and we shall then have all the good 
that life can give us. 

8. Judging from what we learn in the New 
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Testament Scriptures^ it seems a little signifi- 
cant that those two Hebrew children, John and 
Jesus, being duly circumcised on the eighth 
day after birth, (an act which they could not 
prevent,) should afterward decide, in their re- 
formatory plans and movement, to adopt in- 
stead of circumcision a very different ceremony 
which can be applied equally as well to both 
sexes of all nationalities, namely — ^baptism. 

9. Whether this be true or not, it is of little 
more consequence as a saving ordinance to the 
spiritually enlightened of to-day, than is the 
unnatural and offensive practice of circum- 
cision. Both may now be discarded- 

10. Our onward march to a higher and a 
broader civilization for securing the common 
brotherhood of man and his greatest happiness, 
is too important to be handicapped or hindered 
by the shallow and harmful dogmas of either 
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or both the Rabbinical teacher and the Roman- 
istic Priest- 

11. We remember the Scriptural statement, 
how Paul the great Hebrew scholar, the con- 
verted Jew and a former persecutor of the early 
Christians — ^who were nearly all converted Jews 
and not Romans — denoimced the idea that 
either circumcision or imcircumcision could 
avail anything for salvation in a spiritual sense. 

12. Circumcision had evidently served its 
lunited and narrow mmded purposes, as an 
essential religious ordinance, up to that date, 
and Paul was suflSciently intelligent to know 
that fact and was frank enough to confess it. 
He also argued with Peter about keeping this 
old Jewish rite, and convinced him with the 
other disciples of Jesus that his views upon this 
matter were correct and authoritative. 

13f At this more advanced stage of scientific 
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attainments, spiritual enUghtenment and the 
greater extension of the brotherhood of man, 
we can with equal propriety discard the old and 
adopt more suitable methods in both State and 
Church affairs, than many of those which were 
adopted many centuries ago imder very different 
conditions from what we have toKlay. 

14. So we may now say with equal propriety, 
as Paul said about circumcision, that neither 
baptism nor its omission availeth anything, for 
salvation in a spiritual sense, because the only 
condition reqmred of aU mankind, which we 
positively know does fully avail for complete 
salvation in a spiritual sense, is obtained by 
that sincere and thorough repentance from all 
guiltiness, which can only come by reaUzing 
the truth of a deep conviction of our offenses 
towards both God and man, and by which the 
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suppliant becomes fully reconciled to God our 
Spirit Father, and partakes of and exemplifies 
in his own conduct the Divine nature. 

15. This is a glorious privilege and the 
boimden duty of all responsible human beings 
to accept of and conform to, regardless of nation- 
aUty or previous religious belief. This is the 
only hind of religion that is efficacious and 
which is to be universally taught for the salva- 
tion of all mankind, by those who are competent 
to assume this great and honorable responsi- 
biUty. 

16. This is the kind of reUgion that must 
prevail, for uplifting humanity and for uniting 
the common brotherhood of man, in order to 
reaUze that higher civiUzation which is so ably 
and clearly pointed out and practiced by the 
advocates and followers of The Equitable Union. 
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SECTION II 

Our privilege and duty is to do like and 
BE like Jesus. Much cruelty and op- 
pression HAVE EMANATED FROM StATB 

AND Religious authorities. We now 
KNOW OUR God-given righis and dare 

TO PROCLAIM AND LIVE THEM. OUR DOOR 
STANDS WIDELY OPEN FOR YOU TO JOIN 
US IN THIS MOST RIGHTEOUS MOVEMENT. 

1. It should also be remembered that Jesus 
in his instructions, did not require or expect 
the people to bow down and worship him, for 
he was one of them, and it is plainly stated 
that he declared himself so. 

2. The statement that "every knee shall bow 
to him and every tongue confess,'' can not 
certainly be taken in a literal sense, if we are 
to consider the many millions of people who 
never heard of him ; though we earnestly trust 
that the time is not far distant, when all the 
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nations of the world — ^the one common brother- 
hood of man — shall be willing and ready to bow 
and confess to the matchless worth of the 
principles which he taught, and which we now 
strive to impersonate in our lives as we believe 
he did. 

3. He evidently wished to add to, and make 
more complete the good work which Moses and 
his brother Aaron, with the prophets and others 
in all previous ages had accomplished, and in 
^'showing us a more excellent way,'' mankind 
has made considerable advancement since his 
time, but very much yet remains to be done 
before a himgry lion is likely to lie down con- 
tentedly beside a living lamb. 

4. To make still further advancement in the 
line of Moses, John and Jesus, and the good 
work done by them and their true followers ever 
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since, is what concerns the people and this 
reformatory mission to-day. 

5. We trust, however, that there is now 
intelligence and common sense enough in the 
world, to prevent us from being pursued by a 
rich and murderous Pharaoh, or from being 
crucified or beheaded, or put to death in a 
more dreadful manner, as many have been 
who dared to proclaim "the truth as it is in 
Jesus," and also the truth as it is in us and in 
others. 

6. Do you not yet know that nearly all of 
these persecutions and cruelties which have 
been ' endured for righteousness sake, have 
emanated from those in State and in so-called 
religious authority? For shame, thrice the 
shame that it is so. 

7. Is it not now high time that such in- 
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humanity and persecution should forever cease 
to be practiced among the nations of the earth? 

8. Those who profess to know so very much, 
and have a great deal to say about how things 
are going to be with us after we cease to breathe, 
regarding some other Ufe than the present one, 
had better try and learn to solve some of the 
mysteries which still surround us here, and 
to better understand the necessities of this 
present Ufe first. 

9. If they be as ignorant about any other 
life they talk about, as they are of the require- 
ments for the proper enjoyment of this present 
life — and we have Uttle reason to doubt it — 
then their cases are truly pitiable. 

10. Therefore, any system of reUgion or ethics 
based upon mystification, doubt and intimi- 
dation by threats, is only fit to be practiced by 
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the skulking cowaxd and the hypocritical ig- 
noramus. 

11. We of The Equitable Union, think it 
about time for man to know his God-given 
rights, and dare to proclaim and Uve them. 

12. If any of you wiseacres in either church 
or state authority, really know of any better 
methods for promoting the cause of God and 
humanity than these of The Equitable Union, 
do for heaven's sake let us have them. 

13. Our door stands widely open for you to 
join us in this most righteous movement, to 
establish the one common brotherhood of man, 
and we yearn for the very best methods that 
can be attained, as nothing short of this can 
fully satisfy us. 



SECTION III 

Sterling qualities of Jesus. Truth de- 
fined. Our happiness requires its ac- 
ceptance. Jesus adds to the good work 
OF Moses and the Prophets, but The 
Equitable Union must carry it on to 

A FINISH. 

1. Now, if much of what we leam of Jesus 
m the New Testament be reliable — and we are 
willing to concede it — ^he was evidently a man of 
the strongest convictions in whatever he said 
and did. 

2. He was full of sterling manliness, and sa- 
gacious with earnest tenderness, compassion 
and love. 

3. He was very man and not only foimd the 
way for himself to be filled with the Spirit 
Father, but he has made it so plain to us that 
we know we are like him. 
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4. Now for "the truth as it is in Jesus'' and 
likewise the truth as it is in us and in others. 

5. The truth is always the same, no matter 
when and where it may be reaUzed. 

6. Truth is that which is dominant in the 
universe, and it is inherent by the power of 
immutable laws; consequently, it thus exists 
whether we leam it and utilize it or not. 

7. Truth then is properly regarded as one of 
the mighty attributes of the Divine Nature, 
which is possessed by man and dispensed by 
him according to his knowledge and wisdom. 

8. We entreat you, therefore, to accept this 
great truth in its simplicity and purity as we 
make it known unto you in a modem sense, 
so that you cannot fail to understand it if you 
but earnestly try. Your greatest happiness 
and prosperity, like others, depend upon it. 
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9. It has already been intimated that the 
line of reform which John and Jesus started, 
was intended to be a step in advance of what 
the Mosaic law and the Prophets had taught 
and tried to estabUsh ; for imder that dispensa- 
tion, poUtical corruption and priest-craft had 
become so dominant that the better methods 
which Jesus is said to have taught, were dis- 
regarded by those in authority and they refused 
to recognize in him their superior. 

10. Indeed, this step was so far in advance of 
the corrupt and revengeful methods of those 
days, that he was understood by comparatively 
a few, regarding his mission, so that the undue 
selfishness, the jealousy, the hypocrisy, the 
blinding superstition, the bigotry and the ig- 
norance of those in authority, caused them to 
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reject his teachings and to remove him from 
their midst by death. 

11. When therefore, Jesus said "it is finished," 
and bowed his head upon the cross, he evi- 
dently had finished sowing the good seed which 
must eventually work the necessary reforms 
that he so much desired for the prosperity, the 
happiness and the salvation of all mankind. 

12. Some of the greatest difficulties which 
he encountered then are stiU recognized m our 
midst to-day, but bless his name and his works, 
they are now becoming less offensive, and will 
undoubtedly be entirely overcome, when man- 
kind understand what they most need and then 
act upon it, as we confidently expect they will 
when The Equitable Union shall have been 
established in its fullest sense. 



SECTION IV 

We take Jesus at his word and settle our 
heavenly condition here and now. do 
not worry, be cheerful and always 

RECONCILED TO GOD. JeSUS MAKES OUR 
DUTY PLAIN AND SHOWS THE BEAUTIFUL 
RELATIONSHIP OF OUR SPIRITUAL UNION 

WITH God. He teaches spiritual per- 
fection, EVEN AS OUR HeAVENLY FaTHER 

is perfect. 

1. If Jesus then really meant what he said 
and knew it to be true and practicable, we must 
undoubtedly take him at his word and act upon 
it at once, by applying to ourselves what he 
claimed for himself in relation to our Spirit 
Father. 

2. He thus said: — ''My Father worketh hith- 
erto and I work.^' So now let us take heed and 
work Ukewise. 
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3. "Repent ye for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand." Not afar off, but let us reach out and 
take it and enjoy it now. 

4. "Thy kingdom come, (not go), Thy will 
be done on earth'" — right here and now. 

5. ^The kingdom of God cometh not from 
observation, (not an outward and useless show), 
forlo! the kingdom of God is within you/' 
Thus showing us conclusively that this king- 
dom is purely a condition of our spiritual being, 
without regard to any particular time or place. 

6. Then if God be omnipresent, as is taught 
by theologians— present only in His attributes 
— ^we do not have to die and go elsewhere in 
order to get into a heavenly condition and be 
spiritually present with Him, but we may 
settle this matter here and now; so that whether 
living or dying, in the body or out of it, we are 
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the Lord's and are spiritually with Him, and 
the Lord is ours. 

7. We do not therefore, allow ourselves to 
worry about anything that we cannot help, but 
we are earnest, cheerful, patient, faithful and 
fully reconciled to God at all times. 

8. If we do not get into the spiritual kingdom 
of God here and noWy or allow His Spiritual 
kingdom to rule within us, we stand a poor 
chance or no chance at all, of getting within 
its influence at any other time or place. 

9. Indeed, we do not know whether we shall 
have a conscious existence after we cease to 
breathe or not, but we believe that it is of vastly 
more importance for us to know and to properly 
realize the fact that we are living now and can 
obtain this perfect satisfaction while still in the 
flesh. 
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10. If, however, we do live after we cease to 
breathe, we shall probably know it and be in or 
at our proper places, and be fully prepared to 
discharge the duties then and there enjoined as 
we now are ; but if we do not thus continue to 
live, it will then make no difference to us, for 
it will be a natural condition of our being, though 
we shall not know it. 

11. Such expressions as, what will the future 
develop? etc., cannot be logically admitted as 
correct, for we know there is no future to develop 
anything, but it is the eternal present that is all 
the time developing everything that is developed 
or brought to our senses, and thus making them 
known unto us, as we live, as we see and as we 
understand. 

12. Instead of trying to rejoice only in the 
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hope of what we unagine may be our lot in 
some other unknown place or condition after 
we die, I for one, greatly prefer to rejoice in the 
possession of both the spiritual and the tem- 
poral blessings which lam now having and which 
will continue to be my portion. 

13. I am greatly assisted in my belief and 
work by accepting, purely and simply, the 
plain teachings of Jesus and applying them to 
myself in the practical way he intended, and 
others can and should do likewise. 

14. The following feature of this subject has 
already been mentioned to some extent, but 
Jesus said still further: ^'I am the vine, ye are 
the branches." The branches, of course, are 
of the same substance as the vine. 

15. ''I am in my Father and ye in me and I 
in you." This is meant spiritually, of course. 
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16. "I and my Father are one; the Father is 
in me and I in Him" — spiritually he meant. 

17. "Holy Father, keep those whom Thou 
hast given me, that they all may be one as Thou 
art in me and I in Thee, that they also may be 
one in Us ; and the glory which Thou gavest me 
I Have given them, that they may be one, even 
as We are one: I in them and Thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one; and that the 
world may know that Thou hast loved them as 
Thou hast loved me." This is all in a spiritual 
sense. 

18. "Be ye therefore perfect even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect." This 
instruction is certainly very encouraging, as no 
limit is placed upon man^s acquisition this 
side of Godly perfection. It is here plainly 
seen that Jesus has boldly grasped the situation 
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and leads the way by impersonating the attri- 
butes of Divinity, then bids us follow him and 
do likewise. 

19. "He that believeth on me, the works 
that I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do; because I go to my 
Father." "Touch me not; (Mary) for I am 
not yet ascended to my Father : but go to my 
hrethrenj and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father and to your Father; (Mary) and unto 
my God and your GodJ^ (Mary.) 

20. It will here be seen, that in these different 
examples, Jesus has suppUed the precious link 
and made it plain to us that the chain is com- 
plete, and that the spiritual union between 
the Divine Father and regenerate man is pre- 
cisely the same as that which he experienced, 
but we believe that his spiritual union with 
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God was enjoyed to a greater degree than all 
others known to us. 

21. Thus Jesus makes our spiritual union 
relatively co-equal with himself and with God ; 
for his hmnanity was the same in every essen- 
tial as that of our own, and his God to whom or 
to which he prayed, is also our God, whom we 
invoke, and his Spirit Father is our Spirit 
Father. 

22. It may seem presmnptuous to the inex- 
perienced, for a man to write these sentiments 
and really mean them; nevertheless, my ex- 
perience is quite suflBicient to corroborate them 
— ^they are true. 



SECTION V 

Fear not death, but strive to make Tras 
world a happy place for all. no 
concern for any other life whilst our 
joy is full in the presence of god. 
Glorious truth, that salvation is com- 
plete NOW. Possessing God, we cannot 

FEAR OR FAIL. 

1. We do not want to be unreasonable nor 
frightened about this matter of leaving the 
body and possibly passing into another con- 
scious state of some kind, for this is entirely 
a natural process and is common to all; there- 
fore, be ye content whether you Uve or die. 

2. The very important thing for us to be 
concerned about, is to see how well we can pre- 
pare this world, so as to be a happy place for 
all to live in. 

3. We have no need to concern ourselves 
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about any other world or any other life than 
this one, whilst we are reconcHed to God here 
and nowj for if we are to continue conscious 
beings after we surrender our corporeal struc- 
tures to inevitable death and decay, we shall 
surely be prepared to discharge every obliga- 
tion that may then and there be enjoined as we 
are now fully able to do, whilst present with 
the Lord here and now. 

4. Sufficient unto the day or unto the time 
is the evil or the good thereof. 

5. Do not worry at all, but make your peace 
with God and with man^ and enter into heaven 
at once and continue there, for there is no other 
place or condition so desirable and so easy to 
live in as this. 

6. The strong convictions I have of the truths 
which I am here asserting or proclaiming, come 
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of an authority and from a power that cannot 
be doubted. 

7. In further considering another Ufe than 
this, I have to confess that I do not know any- 
thing about it, and I do not know of anyone 
that does know anything about it. 

8. Furthermore, I do not seek to know or 
particularly care to know anything about it, 
for my joy is full and my spiritual satisfaction 
is complete now. 

9. My time is so faithfully employed in ful- 
filling the duties that are enjoined here and now, 
that I have nothing further to wish for than 
that which I am realizing right along the way. 

10. I am therefore in spiritual union with 
God my Father; being aided by Jesus Christ 
who is also God's spiritual son and my spirit- 
ual brother, and with whom I am now in a 
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state of Equitable Union. This is a glorious 
truth for one to realize, that salvation is com- 
plete now. 

11. Though still in the flesn, ^ am subject 
to the Spirit, and to me the kingdom of God 
is being fulfilled on earth, according to the ex- 
ample of prayer which Jesus gave us, even 
"as it is in heaven." 

12. This matter with me seems to be settled 
for all time, as the fear of sin and death is can- 
celed by my spiritual imion with God and my 
love for Him, which afford me the great 
satisfaction I now have. 

13. It would be the realization of God's King- 
dom on earth now, to see this happy state ex- 
tended and enjoyed by as many as possible, 
which may include all, and which can be ac- 
complished by adopting and faithfully living in 
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harmony with the principles of The Equitable 
Union. 

14. When we have thus fulfilled the require- 
ments of our trio being here, and it should then 
become known to us that another life is to 
follow our present existence, it seems to us 
that we shall then be fully prepared to accept 
the situation and enjoy that life also. 

15. In any event, we surely can have nothing 
to regret, nor anything to fear, for in possessing 
God now we possess all things to ils and we can- 
not fear or fail. 



SECTION VI 

God is our spiritual companion and is 
always present in his attributes. re- 
generate man partakes of the divine 

NATURE AND IS God's IMPERSONATOR. 

Spiritual union with God explained. 
Man's free agency and God's oppor- 
tunity. 

1. I have said that God is our Spiritual 
Father, our Spiritual Friend and our Spiritual 
Companion. Not, of course, a tangible sub- 
stance or being which we may see and touch 
in a temporal sense, for ^'no man hath seen 
God at any time." 

2. Neither can we see, hear, taste, smell, or 
touch such things as wisdom, truth, love, mercy 
or any other Divine attribute — all of which are 
omnipresent and constitute God, the Spirit 
Father. The things that we see and may 
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touch, are temporal and pass away, but the 
things we do not see and cannot touch, are 
eternal and never change. 

3. We are all likewise possessed, more or less, 
of these Divine attributes, which form our char- 
acters, and may be enjoyed in just such pro- 
portions as we prepare ourselves to receive 
them from our Spirit Father, who is entirely a 
union of spiritual attributes or spiritual sub- 
stances, which we cannot see, and who is, 
consequently, a Spiritual Being, ^Vhich art in 
heaven,'^ as Jesus declared Him to be. 

4. That is, whenever and wherever we are 
fully reconciled to God our Spiritual Father, and 
His kingdom then being within us, as also de- 
clared by Jesus, we too are then spiritually in 
heaven with God who is in His kingdom of 
heaven within us. This shows the Spiritual 
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oneness of God with regenerate man as Jesus 
declared himself to be, one with the Father. 

5. God is, therefore, that perfect intelligence 
embracing all of His attributes, and to which 
or to whom our spirits aspire and seek to know. 

6. He is so complete with the fulness of His 
attributes, and so yearning with love and readi- 
ness for assimilation with our Spiritual being, 
that we may by faith and willingness permit 
the conditions to prevail that are consistent 
with our conception of Him. 

7. ^^ According to your faith be it unto you, 
and as thou hast believed, so be it unto thee." 

8. This kind is man's free agency submitting 
his own will to Spiritual love, and God^s op- 
portunity to enter m and ^'sup with him." 

9. Both are reconciled, the aflSnity is com- 
plete, fear is cast out, liberty is present and man 
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is made one in Spiritual substance with the 
Father. 

10. Father the invisible Spirit, man the visible 
son bom of the Spirit Father. Father the in- 
visible Holy Spirit, man the visible receptacle 
and impersonator. 

11. "What! Know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost who is in you, 
which ye have of God?" "Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you? " 

12. God the Father in the flesh, in Jesus; 
God the Father in the flesh, in regenerate man. 
<jod is like the Spiritual man ; the Spiritual man 
is like God. "Come, let us reason together; 
let us make man in our own image, after our 
likeness.'^ 

13. Whenever, therefore, we contemplate God 
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as a possible, visible being, He must necessarily 
be in human form; which is also the visible 
Divine form or Godly fonn. 

14. God is therefore invisible, in the sense of 
seeing material objects, but He is omnipresent 
in the Spiritual or Divine attributes of lovCj 
truthj knowledge, vrisdom, equity, righteousness, 
grace, mercy, peace and power. 

15. Man alone is a trio being, consisting of the 
physical, the mental and the spiritual, and we are 
therefore only visible in our physical nature, 
but we being able to seize upon these Divine 
attributes and assimilate them with our Spiritual 
nature ; we thus impersonate the Divine nature 
in our bodies the same as that notable Hebrew 
carpenter, our brother and Savior did, and as 
others have done and are still doing. 

16. It is very right and emulating to our being 
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so to do and so to live. Furthennore, we are 
instructed, requested, importimed and required 
by Divine authority to make our bodies fit tem- 
ples for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit or the 
Godly principles of our Spirit Father; all of 
which form or constitute man's best character. 

17. We know of no period in the history of 
mankind, and probably never will know of any 
when the above conditions and relations did 
not exist, in harmony with the inmiutable laws 
of nature, and will ever continue to exist between 
God and regenerate man. 

18. This is not the special privilege of any one 
or of any religious sect, nor ever has it been, but 
"whosoever will let him come and partake of 
this life freely." 



SECTION VII 

The true method of worship explained. 
John and Jesus not in harmony with 

MANY OF the MODERN METHODS OF WOR- 
SHIP. Faith in believing a thing, does 

NOT MAKE IT SO. DEPLORABLE RELIGIOUS 
DUTIES STILL ENJOINED. HiGHER CIV- 
ILIZATION AND GREATER HAPPINESS RE- 
TARDED BY DEFECTIVE RELIGIOUS TEACH- 
INGS. 

1. Now, in order to live and enjoy all the 
Spiritual and religious satisfaction, in the most 
comprehensible maimer that regenerate man is 
susceptible to or capable of, I do not find it 
necessary that any arbitrary creed, ritualistic 
ceremony or useless and inconsistent dogmas 
should be enjoined for their promotion. 

2. On the contrary, they rather retard the 
direct action of the spirit in its union with the 
Father, which is promoted better by sun- 
plicity and freedom in worship. 
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3. To go direct to the Father, to be o^ once 
with Him in Spirit, to realize Him now in our 
worship, is imdoubtedly the method that Jesus 
taught, and his precedent stands as the Alpha 
and Omega over all creeds, dogmas, and idola- 
trous formaUsms. 

4. Hear him in John the fourth chapter, the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth verses: ''But 
the hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor- 
shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship 
Him." '' God is a spirit : and they that worship 
Hun must worship Him in spuit and in truth;'' 
and not in idolatrous formalism as some do. 

5. This plain and reasonable method of 
worship, which was instituted by those two 
distinguished Hebrew relatives, John and Jesus, 
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was a chilling rebuke to the hypocritical for- 
malities and priest-craft of those days, 

6, They taught their converts to he and to do 
like themselves, and go with their confessions 
and petitions dkectly to God our Spirit Father 
and not to a priest or to a ^'saint.'' This sun- 
plified and spiritual method is the true worship 
for all mankind at all times, ^^for the Father 
seeketh such to worship Him." 

7, If Jesus were here now, to see the fraud- 
ulent and expensive formalities, estabUshed 
for worship in his good name, he would unques- 
tionably denounce them as utterly useless and 
a shameful tax upon the people who are taught 
to believe in this way and support them; for 
this was his usual method of dealing with all 
shams, hypocrisy and formalisms. 

8, We must remember that simply believing 
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a thing or a principle to be true, does not make 
it so, no matter how strong our faith may be in 
believing it. 

9. Faith is only a trust we have in ideal things, 
whether they be true or false, consequently, we 
reject all religious dogmas and creeds which 
cannot be reasonably founded upon facts. 

10. There is quite enough known to us this 
side of dogmatic theology and mysticism, for 
us to enjoy all the happiness and to accom- 
plish all the wonderful works that trio man, 
when in harmony with the immutable laws of 
nature, shall yet prove himself to be capable of 
and worthy to enjoy. 

11. It is indeed deplorable to witness the 
gross ignorance that is manifest, and the cruel- 
ties that are still enjoined for religious duties 
by some of our religious sects. 
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12, It can be truthfully said that in all the 
great religions of the world, there are super- 
fluous and deleterious teachings which tend to 
retard the onward march to a higher civiliza- 
tion, and thus prevent mankind from enjoying 
that high degree of happiness, here and noWj to 
which he is the rightful heir by natural endow- 
ment. 



SECTION VIII 

The marriage question solved. Chastity 
and virtue have their rewards while 
their violation is followed by ad- 
VERSITY AND DEGRADATION. CaN FULLY 
RELY UPON THESE TRUTHS. HeED NO 

OTHER TEACHINGS AS THEY WOULD LEAD 

US ASTRAY. Glorious work of The 
Equitable Union. 

1. On the question of marriage, etc., we 
advocate rather early marriages, and believe 
that when the principles of The Equitable Union 
are in full operation, it will be possible for all 
who may be of suitable age, to comfortably 
support themselves and their children in the 
happy union of wedlock, without submitting 
themselves to the slavish, long days of toil as 
too many now have to do. 

2. Chastity and virtue always have their 
desirable rewards, but their violation is always 
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followed by remorse, adversity and degradation. 

3. This seems to be an immutable law in ethics 
and we must, therefore, wisely obey it. 

4. My dear friends, you are now assured 
that we can fully rely upon the truths which 
are stated within these pages, and that we 
shall confidently rest our destiny upon them. 

5. No matter what any other teacher, prophet, 
priest or king may tell us of things that do not 
harmonize with these unerring instructions, 
heed them not, for they will surely lead us 
astray from the truth and from happiness. 

6. Now my dear reader, whether you be 
sister or brother, I trust you have followed me 
carefully and studiously through these pages, 
and I do assure you that whatever satisfaction 
I have obtained by this most equitable belief 
and practice — ^and it is exceedingly great — ^is 
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likewise awaiting your acceptance of this same 
enjoyment and perfect happiness. 

7. Surely then, you cannot fail to see the vast 
importance of the glorious work, here presented 
by The Equitable Union, in which we are all 
interested and hopeful of its consunmaation. 

8, You are now further invited to kindly 
and impartially follow the writer through the 
remaining pages of this infallible guide, and 
leam the truth respecting our temporal affairs; 
in their political, their economic and their 
philanthropic sense and relations. 
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no remedy imder present methods. — Deplorable results 
under present management. — ^No equity in our govern- 
ment now. — ^Equity not desired by the few rich. 



SECTION I 

Impartial research for equity and a solu- 
tion OF economic difficulties. 

1. When in the course of one's present exist- 
ence, it becomes manifest that a period of riper 
years and matured judgment is realized, then 
a yearning desire to accomplish something for 
the immediate and lasting benefit of mankind 
is very likely to be the experience of those who 
are willing to live and to do for others as well as 
for themselves. 

2. The manifestation of such a spirit as this 
by any one, indicates true philanthropy and 
tends to reveal the secrets of human progress 
and happmess. 

3. Upon these fundamental principles of 
righteousnessand equity is founded The Equita- 
ble Union. 
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4. It will be readily understood that the 
logical sequence of these principles brings us 
in touch with the political, economic and phil- 
anthropic methods of our time. 

5. To present these vital questions in a plain 
and practicable maimer, and mcorporate them 
into our government, are some of the objects of 
this Union, 

6. To this end then, an impartial research 
for equity and a solution of the dijBiculties that 
stand in the way of man's greatest prosperity 
and happiness are here presented to the people. 

7. In doing this, I shall endeavor to deal 
equitably with whatever concerns the greatest 
interests of all mankind, regardless of race, 
nationality, color, or the sources from whence 
they have come. 

8. It is enough for me to know that they are 
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all human beings, susceptible of higher attain- 
ments and are all subject to the same immutable, 
though natural, laws of our imiverse. Conse- 
quently, whenever these natural laws are vio- 
lated, either voluntarily or involuntarily, there 
is an inevitable penalty to be paid and the 
individual is sure to suffer. 

9. This is prima facie evidence that all legis- 
lative laws should be enacted with this immuta- 
ble feature of the natural laws prominently in 
view. 

10. It is absolutely necessary, then, that legis- 
lative laws be made to restrain the individual 
from the voluntary violation of the natural laws, 
and it is quite as necessary to repeal all legisla- 
tive laws that now require the individual to 
involuntarily violate the natural laws. 



SECTION II 

No PLEA FOR CHARITY BUT DEMAND EQIHTY 

FOR ALL. 

1. Right here let it be said that I do not be- 
lieve in the theory of equality, either in pjarse or 
persons, in wealth or talents; for nature is 
essentially diversified in all her works ; yet har- 
monious and equitable in her grand aggregation. 
Consequently, the oneness of man is naturally 
diversified in quality. 

2. So, likewise, talent and fortune can never 
be equal in different individuals imder any 
government; though there should not be, and 
there could not be such an immense discrepancy 
between them as now exists, were we under 
the guidance of an equitable government. 

3. We need not plead for charity, but sim- 
ply demand equity for all, and then the humilia- 
ting and degrading conditions which now cause 
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so many to truckle for a share of our paltry 
charity would cease forever, and the hope for 
liberty and independence in their truest sense 
could then be realized. 

4. If we would have liberty indeed, we must 
first make the individical a fit receptacle for its 
God-like abode. 

5. Liberty in its truest sense needs no master, 
for it instinctively does that which is only right 
between man and man. 

6. There is now a spurious, a bastard liberty 
abroad in the minds of many, whose tendency 
is rather to enslave its possessor, because it does 
not spring from the principles of truth and purity. 

7. Personal liberty may sound well to some, 
but if we do not discriminate between our liberty 
to do right agad our liberty to do wrong, our 
liberty will not be worth its naming. Hence it 
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is, what may seem nearly right to one may seem 
quite wrong to another. 

8. Fortunately, however, we are in possession 
of an infallible rule that always enables us to 
detennine between good and evil, and between 
right and wrong. It is that eternal guide upon 
which oiu* great Jewish Teacher and Savior de- 
clared, ''hangs all the law and the prophets." 

9. " Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them ; And as ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye also to them likewise." 

10. In other words, if the pursuit of any 
vocation does not return at least as great a 
degree of good as it does of evil to the com- 
munity at large, which should be the concern 
of all, it must be denounced and forbidden as an 
illegitimate business. 



SECTION III 

Nine per cent of inhabitants possess 
seventy-one per cent of all wealth. 

1. Do you believe there can be an effect with- 
out its cause? Certainly you do not. 

2. When, therefore, you are suffering from an 
effect that denies you the use of a perfectly 
natural requirement and it is unjustly withheld 
from you, what would you do about it? 

3. You give the very natural and inteUigent 
answer that the cause of such an inequitable ef- 
fect as this must siu'ely be removed. 

4. Do you know that we are sustaining a 
government that requires all of us to render full 
and faithful service for its continuance, and at 
the same time allows about nine per cent of 
our inhabitants to possess and control seventy- 
one per cent of all the wealth that is produced by 
the whole of us ? 
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5. You are now justly astonished to learn, 
possibly for the first time, that this statement 
is positively true! 

6. In proof of this, note carefully our statis- 
tics on this particular question for the year 1890 ; 
and what is true for that year can be relied upon 
as a general result of our present economic 
methods for any year or for any number of 
years. 

7. Our statistics then for 1890 show that 
ninety-one per cent of our population had only 
twenty-nine per cent of our wealth, or an aver- 
age of only $319 each out of the total $62,000,- 
000,000 of wealth in this country ; leaving only 
nine per cent of our population to possess sev- 
enty-one per cent of this vast wealth, which 
amounts to $44,020,000,000— think of it! 

8. These figures require no comment, further 



108 The Equitable Union 

than to declare this result to be a most un- 
righteous, inhuman and inequitable imposition 
upon ninety-one per cent of our people. 

9. We, therefore, earnestly insist upon you, 
as an honest voter, to join with us at once and 
help change this fearful condition of our common 
country to one of equity, prosperity and hap- 
piness. We are not asking charity, but we do 
demand eq[iiity in all things. 

10. If you be a true philosopher and can 
reason from cause to effect on an equitable basis, 
you may find that you now have in this book 
the key that will enable you to unlock many 
of the mysteries that go far to explain why 
poverty, crime, famine, and war, with all that 
is horrible, go hand in hand with so-called 
civilization. 



SECTION IV 

Great unrest of the masses. No remedy 

UNDER present METHODS. 

1. It does not require very much time for 
an advanced thinker, conversant with political 
economy, to understand what seems to be a 
mystery to so many, in regard to the sudden 
political changes that so frequently occur in 
this coimtry. 

2. At first we may have an overwhelming 
majority for the Republican party, and the 
next election the Democratic with other parties 
may have the majority, but all or any of these 
parties fail to accomplish what the people most 
desire and deserve to have. 

3. When the general result of the earnings 
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of the people, as to what becomes of the most 
of it is understood, this seeming mystery will 
grow very perceptibly less. 

4. When it is further considered that the 
laboring masses — ^who produce such a consider- 
able proportion of all wealth and yet do not 
seem to have the privilege of enjoying very 
much of it — are becoming somewhat intelli- 
gent about this fact, we then understand why 
they naturally and honestly enough, undertake 
to bring about a more equitable state of things 
for the whole people. 

5. Hence, their futile attempts to better 
their condition by following the blinding advice 
of unscrupulous demagogues and tricksters, 
aided by the public prints of the old parties, 
instead of having the better opportunity to 
support, with their baUots and otherwise, a 
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more equitable system of government than 
which any of the other parties has ever set 
forth or can honestly lay claim to, namely: — 
The Equitable Union. 

6. In plainer terms, it is simply the great 
unrest of the wronged masses seeking to secure 
equity, as their acquired intelligence reveals to 
them the awful fact that they are being sys- 
tematically robbed of their equitable rights imder 
the guise of a so-called free and equal govern- 
ment. 

7. The true and only lasting way to secure 
a reformation in our government, is to remove 
the causes which produce the evils, and the 
evils will then surely cease to show themselves. 

8. For example : — Our apparently well mean- 
ing friends in the so-called labor movement of 
the day, have been asking for laws to prevent 
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convicts from being employed on government 
contracts, also for laws to prevent children 
from being employed at hard labor, etc. 

9. Many more similar requests might be 
mentioned, which have thus been presented for 
legislative action, but these two will answer 
for an illustration. 

10. Now, it seems to me that this kind of 
legislation would accomplish about as much 
towards stoppmg the real evils in these and 
similar cases, as would the clipping of the 
branches of a sturdy oak in the forest prove 
its destruction — limbs, trunk and roots. 

11. By only preventing the employment of 
convicts on government contracts, we do not 
rid ourselves of the much greater evil — the 
convicts themselves; and by only preventing 
children from doing hard work, does not re- 
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move the greater evils of destitution, starvation 
and degradation. » 

12. What is it that makes convicts of our 
brothers? What is it that compels our children 
to toil for an existence? Why do others of us 
become paupers, insane, tramps, thieves, sui- 
cides, murderers, etc.? 

13. These are some of the questions we must 
find answers for, if we would remedy these 
evils, and then demand proper legislation to 
remove their causeSj and then their effects are 
bound to cease, but not till then. 



SECTION V 

Deplorable results under present man- 
agement. 

1. If this old world is ever to be any better 
than it now is, it must of necessity be made so on 
the reasonable lines of reform marked out by 
The Equitable Union. 

2. Anything short of these reforms will only 
tend to foster and perpetuate our condenmation 
before God and wronged humanity. 

3. No poHtical party in this country has yet 
offered any remedy for hard times or relief 
from poverty; consequently this Union must 
let the people know the only safe and lasting 
way out of this dreadful thralldom. 

4. Selfish humanity, on finding a small part 
of itself possessed with the means of oppressing 

114 



The Equitable Union 115 

others, has unscrapiilously arrogated to itself 
the Divme function, so that it might seem to 
present a degree of justification for its cruelties 
to the many ignorant and to the unwary. 

5. Thus, under this hypocritical guise, have 
been established the unmerciful and the in- 
equitable methods which, in times past, have 
caused innocent blood to flow at the tyrant's 
command, have exposed the writhing form amidst 
the scorching flames at the martyr's stake, for 
so-called heresy, and to a shameful extent 
this dominant selfishness still holds the reins 
in directing the affairs of this free Republic (?). 

6. From hereditary custom, dating away back 
over the dark and bloody centuries, we are still 
compelled to witness entirely too much of this 
extreme poverty, sorrow and starvation, 

7. See the starving widows and their helpless 
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children, with their bloodless lips, their staring 
gaze and their bedimmed visions, weeping and 
beseeching God in their extremity for bread, 
clothing and shelter, when it is not at all His fault 
that they thus suffer. 

8. The increasing multitudes of drunken vag- 
abonds, thieves, suicides and murderers; the 
beastly libertines with then- hand-maids in 
prostitution, and whatever else stands m the 
way of establishing God's kingdom upon earth, 
are the inevitable results of well-known causes 
which are still peimitted to prevail under our 
present methods of government and religion. 

9. I thus refer to our government and re- 
ligion, because they make and enforce our 
present politico-economic and social methods, 
which tend to foster these evil conditions. 

10. Yes, and you rich men and women ; you 
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are chiefly responsible for this terrible state 
of thmgs. You sustain laws which permit you 
to gather in your corrupting millions from the 
scanty earnings of our helpless, producing 
masses. 

11. We therefore lay this just charge at your 
doors ; for you are they who wield the power in 
both state and church ; the power to bribe and 
influence the voter; the power to bribe and 
influence legislation, the power to bribe and in- 
fluence our judiciary; whilst the great mass of 
us are struggUng for an honest existence under 
your dominant and selfish rule. 

12. You are like so many vultures, ready 
w^ith your inequitable methods, which you have 
established, to pounce upon and steal away our 
little substance, as we slowly gather it by our 
honest toil irom the earth and from the sea. 
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13, You then further oblige us to convert 
our substance into all the various forms of 
usefulness and luxury, chiefly for the gratifica- 
tion of yourselves and your children, regardless 
of what becomes of our producing masses, 

14. Consequently, if there be any one con- 
dition more desirable for mankind than all 
others, it is certainly the establishment of 
equitable methods in all things here and now. 



SECTION \T 

No EQUITY IN OUR GOVERNMENT NOW. 

1. We certainly know that equity is not the 
ruling principle which is now applied to our 
government, while at the same time we as 
certainly do not know of any other life than this 
one, and therefore it is most cruel to force a 
system of control that inflicts poverty and 
degradation on so many, and then offer us a 
deeper insult by claiming that this wretchedness 
and suffering will only prepare us for a better 
life after death. 

2. Meantime we notice that liberal salaries and 
comfortable homes are enjoyed by those who 
sustain this diabolical teaching, and like true 
hypocrites, they do not intend to be coimted 
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out in the end, any more than the self-righteous 
Pharisees did. 

3. It thus follows, that a large number of 
Tiori-producers of the essentials of life, both in 
state and church, are enjoying sumptuous lives out 
of the earnings of our humble producers, by stiU 
upholding and clinging to many of the effete 
methods of the Hebraic Talmud and the Ro- 
manistic hierarchy. 

4. Such useless bigotry and tyranny as these, 
are also found in other countries where Con- 
fucius, Brahma, Buddha, Mohammed, and other 
pessimistic teachers are followed. 

5. Now, dear reader, this terrible picture of 
human suffering on one side and human selfish- 
ness and domination on the other, which is 
here made so plain to you, and which is so real 
in actual life, is very far from being what you 
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and I would like to see established amongst 
the "children of men." 

6. To get rid of this cruelty and suffering by 
accepting a condition of prosperity and happi- 
ness, wiU only be complying with the reasonable 
requirements of The Equitable Union. 

7. Shall we not do so at once? It is easy 
for us to comply with and its rewards are great. 

8. We have only to be intelligent, temperate, 
industrious with useful works and cast our 
ballots to sustain the principles of this Union. 



SECTION VII 
Equity not desired by the few rich. 

1 . It would seem almost amusing, if the results 
were not so distressingly infernal, to just study 
a little further the cunning devices and vulgarly 
ignorant conclusions, that must have originally 
determmed the construction of government mills 
for grinding out the precious Uves of the suf- 
fering masses, in order to replenish the ex- 
travagant coffers of the unjustly favored classes. 

2. But for shame, pity and common decency, 
I forbear to expose them and their inequitable 
methods any further. 

3. To state it in other words however, it is 
neither intended, expected or desired that all 
should be prosperous and happy, by those who 
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advocate and sustain our present politico- 
economic system. 

4. This much should be apparent to anyone 
who cares to exercise a single grain of common 
sense upon this question. 

5. Indeed, it is utterly impossible for us to 
realize any better condition of things than we 
now have, unless we adopt the infallible princi- 
ples of The Equitable Union. 

6. This assertion is so very true that v/e may 
as well keep it in remembrance to swear by. 



I 
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SECTION I 

Great individual wealth not earned, but 

unjustly accumulated. 

1. The truth about this matter of accumula- 
tmg great individual wealth, is found to be in 
the submission of the producing masses, who 
allow themselves to merely exist on a much 
less amount than what they actually earUj 
and then permit the few rich to appropriate to 
themselves vast amoimts which are largely in 
excess of what it would be possible for some of 
them to equitably earn duriing a thousand years. 

2. No man, indeed, can possibly earn even one 
million dollars during a hundred years. 

3. The process of actually earning wealth, 
between man and man, does not differ so veiy 

125 



126 The Equitable Union 

much in degree, whether the earning process 
be rendered either physically or mentally. 

4. This is true, because it is no more diflBlcult 
for me in my profession or for the judge upon 
the bench to perform our services, than it is for 
the less able one to clear out a filthy sewer 
or dig a trench, to wield the trowel amongst 
the brick and mortar or swing the ax, to shove 
the plane or forge the steel, to throw the shuttle 
or join the seam, to till the soil or gather its 
products, or to discharge the duties that may be 
enjoined in any other equitable vocation. 

5. This much has been said about earning 
wealth, and now a few points will be given 
about (^cumulating wealth. 

6. The man who accumulaies great wealth 
does not do so by his superior sagacity and 
genius, so much as he does by the combination 
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of his modest abilities and the many favorable 
opportunities that are presented to him or that 
happen to fall in his way. 

7. This law of opportunity is the wonderful 
key that unlocks the mysterious secret of ac- 
cumulating and possessing wealth rapidly and 
largely. 

8. These favorable opportunities are, of course, 
augmented by virtue of the advantages and 
influence which wealth, combined with innate 
selfishness, give to those possessing it. 

9. The unscrupulous exercise of this power 
over our less fortunate fellow-men is an evil 
indulgence that must be restrained, 

10. This condition of concentrated wealth is 
manifestly one of the evil effects that civilization 
is needlessly enduring, simply because our law- 
makers fail to see or refuse to recognize and 
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prevent the inevitable, distressing results which 
this law of opportunity is ever bringing about 
for the many, with its princely incomes for 
the few. 

11. This evil, like all other evils, must be 
regulated by wise legislation, so that the re- 
sults will be equitable for the whole people in- 
stead of operating as it now does, like a species 
of high handed robbery, only in the interest of 
the few. 

12. This, of course, can be easily enough 
done, so soon as the mass of voters exercise 
enough common-sense and independence to 
learn and heed the real truths of a wise political 
economy, and then cease to be blindly led by 
evU, designing demagogues and their selfish 
coadjutors, the multi-millionaires. 



SECTION II 

Husks and hulls thrown aside, to enjoy 

the kernel of life. 



1. Thus we see that some of the husks and 
hulls of Ufe are still clinging to the affairs of 
government, and that they are too much in our 
way for satisfactory progress. 

2. Indeed, we are no longer satisfied with this 
kind of poUtical diet, and we are resolved to 
throw these husks and hulls aside and prepare 
the way to enjoy more of the real kernel of 
life. 

3. Our cause is just, our platform is sound, 
and whosoever joins us in this equitable work is 
expected to step boldly to the front and keep 
in line with our onward march ! 

4. We have nothing to fear nor anything 
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worth having to lose, but we have everything 
to gain that is honorable and equitable for our- 
selves, for our children and for posterity. 

5. Having already called your attention to 
the evil effects of the unrestrained law of op- 
portunity in the accumulation of wealth, your 
careful attention will next be called to the evil 
effects of another unrecognized economic law, 
which is now called the law of reimbursement. 

6. This is the law for reimbursing the general 
weal or the public welfare, by those who pursue 
equitable vocations. 

7. This law acts mutually or reciprocally be- 
tween the individual and the general public, only 
when an equitable business is being conducted. 

8. An equitable business or vocation, then, is 
one that results in required benefits to a greater 
number of the general public than is simply 
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secured to the party conducting the same, and 
no other kind of vocation is tolerable under a 
truly enlightened government. 

9. Therefore, no man has either the moral 
or the equitable right to live by any calling or 
business pursuit that will destroy or impair 
the usefuhiess and happiness of two or more 
of his fellow-men that he alone may live. 

10. The essential comforts of a civilized life 
are produced only by mental and physical labor 
when employed in pursuing equitable vocations. 

11. Consequently, the greater the number 
thus employed, the less the time required by 
each to produce a sifficiency for the support 
of the whole commonwealth. 

12. Therefore, we must reduce the ''drones'' 
of the country to a minimum, and whoever 
pursues a vocation that is not equitable accord- 
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ing to the economic law of reimbursement, be- 
comes worse than simply a useless member of the 
community; he becomes a destroyer of his 
race — a murderer. 

13. What then is indicated in contradis- 
tinction to the conditions we now have? Mani- 
festly, some wise changes in our politico-eco- 
nomic methods, which will be readily understood 
by a careful study of our platform. 

14. Not tarijff tinkering so much as several 
other things, which the old parties have failed 
to recognize, to adopt or to enforce. When, 
however, we once have a moderately protective 
tarijff with the reciprocity feature estabhshed, 
we should let it alone for many years without any 
special revision. 

15. Whenever the tariflF is changed either one 
way or the other, it disturbs commercial values 
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for a time, it creates distrust in business relations 
generally, but above all, it clogs the wheels of 
industry and brings dire calamity to the great 
mass of wealth producer Sy imtil sufficient time 
has elapsed for the general adjustment of things. 



SECTION III 

No FREE COINAGE OF ANY METAL, FOR THIS 

IS A Government prerogative. Four 

GREATEST EVILS AND THEIR REMEDIES. 

1. Financially, we will sustain both gold and 
silver coins on an equality at their face or money 
value, but we do not desire the private or free 
coinage of any metal, any more than we would 
the free issuing of paper money. Both are in- 
consistent with a perfect financial system. 

2. We hold that these privileges are the con- 
stitutional and equitable rights of our genesral 
government, to be exercised exclusively in the 
interest of the whole people, but never for in- 
dividual interest alone. 

3. Furthermore, we believe our general gov- 
ernment has the undoubted right to go into 
the market at any and at all times to procure 
suitable materials in such quantities as we re- 
quire and at the lowest market rates, for the 
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purpose of converting them, both paper and 
the required metals, into money by placing its 
stamp of authority upon them, which alone 
makes money of them. 

4. Therefore, we should not have the private 
or free coinage of either gold or silver, or of 
any other metal. 

5. This is probably the only safe and equitable 
way to forever settle this disturbing question 
of ''free coinage and free silver." 

6. The inequitable methods for accumulating 
great wealth by the few, after it has been earned 
by the many, must be changed to that of equitar 
hie methods for assisting the whole people. 

7. How shall this be done? Why, at the very 
threshold of our present state of things, we see, 
prstj a deplorable lack of general intelligence ; 
we see, secondly ^ the degrading influences of the 
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liquor traffic ; we see, thirdly j concentrated wealth, 
with a very unjust system of taxation, and we 
see, fourthly y a system of bonded indebtedness, 
with too high rates of interest for money and 
other securities. 

8. These four things are the principal sources 
or causes of the greatest evils from which we 
have suffered and still contmue to suffer. 

9. The first great evil, therefore, loudly calls 
for a liberal expenditure of our public funds and 
a vigorous prosecution of our free school system 
throughout the country. 

10. To make a man intelligent and temperate 
is to prepare him for self-govemmenty for liberty 
and for independence in their truest sense. 

11. A Republic of intelligent, temperate peo- 
ple with distributive wealth will stand, but with- 
out these qualifications it will fall. 
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12. One of the wisest and most profitable in- 
vestments that our general government can 
possibly make, is to appropriate not less than 
fifty million dollars annually y in addition to what 
the different states are doing, in order to assist 
the indigent in their early and liberal education 
all over the country, regardless of race, color or 
creed. 

13. The second great evil — intemperance — 
demands of us, as a first measure^ the total 
abrogation of all national, state and municipal 
patronage of the liquor traffic ; which means its 
absolute freedom from all special taxes and 
license. 

14. This would unquestionably make the 
ruinous stuff very cheap and almost profitless to 
the manufacturer and the vender ; as, of course, 
it is most always without profit to the consumer. 
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The chief incentive for its manufacture and im- 
portation thus being removed— which incentive 
is to obtain the mighty dollar — ^restrictive and 
wise legislation would then be an easy matter, 
which is not the case now, with the great liquor 
trust ever ready to bribe and defeat such legis- 
lation. 

15. Our duty toward the third great evil is 
plain enough. It is to thoroughly establish a 
graduated tax system in lieu of all other direct 
taxes, to be collected according to the ability 
of the individual to pay, so as to partly counter- 
act the vast inequality of individual wealth, 
and to abundantly replenish the public treasury 
for the payment of all legitimate dues. 

16. This measure would be decidedly equi- " 
table, for the rich man is chiefly protected and 
assisted in the peaceful pursuit and enjoyment 
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of his great wealth, by the immense majority 
who Tproduce the wealth and make it possible for 
the millionaire to exist. 

17. The remedy for the fourth great evil is to 
pay off our high interest bearing bonds, mort- 
gages, etc., and reduce all legal interest to three 
per cent per annum, or even less. 

18. This would induce capital to seek active 
industries for investment instead of seeking 
bonds, mortgages, etc. — ^as it now does — ^for 
the greater profits that the industries would 
then yield over legalized three per cent interest, 
and thus give constant employment to the pro- 
ducers of wealth, who in turn, being liberally 
paid, would become liberal consumers of our 
own products; all of which would tend to prevent 
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anything like a so-called "overproduction" and 
"hard times," as is now the case about every 
decade or so. 



SECTION IV 

Fundamental principles for an Equitable 

Government. 

1. At first, then, we have only four leading 
^principles to present for the suffrage and sup- 
port of the people m a political and economic 
sense. 

2. In these four principles and in then- details, 
which will necessarily follow, we shall have an 
abundance of room for wise and equitable legis- 
lation. 

3. These four are thus considered in order: — 
Intelligence f with free schools ; Temperance^ with 
honest industry ; a Graduated Tax in lieu of all 
other direct taxes, and a Reduction of legal in- 
terest to three per cent per annum. 

4. These fundamental principles are indis- 
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pensable to an equitable government, which 
would secure for mankind the highest order 
of civilization with contimuil prosperity where- 
ever adhered to. 

5. To encourage and put these principles into 
practice, would be much easier of accomplish- 
ment than to continue our present inequitable 
methods, and the results would be vastly more 
satisfactory to the people. 

6. Why, then, shall we not do this without 
delay? If life be worth living at aU, it is surely 
worth living aright in every way conceivable. 

7. It is self-evident that the more numerous 
we are whUe striving for this reformatory change 
in our government, the more easily and the sooner 
will it be attained. 

8. When it is manifest that improvements in 
government can be made, that will not diminish 
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or limit the commendable ambition, gratification 
and happiness of any wealthy citizen, and at the 
same time will add very greatly to the general 
prosperity, contentment and happiness of all 
others, they certainly ought to be put into 
practice at the earliest time possible. 

9. To accomplish this much, would seem to 
be the reasonable object that all honest economic 
writers should have in view, when presenting 
their respective theories of what they believe to 
be the best methods for governing all civilized 
people. 

10. Nevertheless, strange as it may appear, 
an impartial and thorough investigation of all 
methods heretofore presented on this subject, 
fail to convince us that the fuU measure of 
equity would be realized from the application 
of any of them. 
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11. If, therefore, we succeed in making this 
important feature of our subject plain to the 
average mind, a reasonable hope might be en- 
tertained for its early application to our govern- 
ment. 

12. The absorbing question of the hour, as 
to why nearly all the wealth of the country is 
controlled by a very small minority of our people 
instead of by a very large majority, is constantly 

m 

coming to the front in the economic writings 
and discussions of all fair minded citizens. 

13. This great unrest of the masses on so im- 
portant a subject, is a healthful and a hopeful 
sign of the times and must certainly lead to an 
equitable solution of this great problem. 

14. This vast difference which we now see in 
the individual ownership of property, is largely 
the result of the more favorable opportunities 



The Equitable Union 145 

that only a few can have, as such opportunities 
are very few in number compared with the 
many who need them. 

15. When wealth is once obtained in need- 
lessly large quantities by an individual, we now 
have no equitable law requiring its possessor to 
reimburse the general weal or the common good 
— ^from whence he obtains it — ^with a liberal 
portion of his great gains, as we should have. 

16. This exceedingly important provision for 
the equitable distribution of wealth, lies in the 
application of a graduated tax to the same kinds 
of property that we now tax by our present 
uniform or ungraded methods. 

17. To accomplish this, we simply have to 
increase the rate of tax in proportion to the in- 
crease of the individual's wealth, that is all. 

18. This is not an income tax, for incomes are 
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not at all taken into account; nevertheless, we 
would obtain by its application even more than 
all the good that is claimed for an income tax, 
and it would be free from the objectionable 
features of collecting that tax. 

19. Any sane man would much rather own 
one million dollars worth of taxable wealth and 
pay even a four per cent tax on it, than to own 
but twenty-five thousand dollars worth and 
pay only two per cent on it. 

20. This very equitable feature of the case 
appeals to man's selfish interests, as well as it 
does to every equitable consideration for the 
whole people. 

21. Any tax, therefore, that is restricted in 
its application to any one source of wealth, or 
to one kind of property on a uniform scale (as 
is proposed by the land taxers), is not at all an 
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equitable tax for distributing all kinds of property 
or wealth; and must not be entertained as a 
desirable tax for the whole people. 
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SECTION V 

The land tax a false theory and no remedy 
for poverty and crime. no scarcity 
r of cheap land in this country. 

1. As quite a little stir has been made during 
the last three decades over what seems to be a 
plausible tax theory to some, it is deemed of 
sufficient importance to now afford our readers 
the opportunity for judging of the merits of this 
tax when applied to land onlyy as its author ad- 
vises. 

2. In the very first place, the people should 
understand that there has been no lack or scar- 
city of cheap lands in this coimtry, and it is 
now almost a free gift from our government to 
all who will accept of it for a paltry sum and 
live upon it. 

3. While this is absolutely true, we still have 
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the disgracefiil exhibition of much ignorance, 
excessive intemperance, concentrated wealth 
and increasing poverty and crime all over the 
country. 

4. Behold the beggar at the door of a million- 
aire, the unemployed tramp abroad in this 
great land of abimdance, the assassin in his 
fiendish lurking for revenge, while all kinds of 
fraud and wickedness are being committed and 
our criminal institutions filling up. 

5. These are the deplorable effects of certain 
causes which may be readily imderstood by any 
intelligent mind, and the remedies for closing 
up these flood-gates of iniquity are at hand; 
but they cannot be f oimd in the application of 
a land tax, an internal revenue tax, or high 
license on liquors. 

6. When it is proposed to levy a tax upon land 
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only, to the exclusion of all the unprovements 
thereon, and also to the exclusion of all other 
wealth which is produced from both the sea and 
the land, and this with the view of correcting 
all our evils, including the equitable distribu- 
tion of wealth of all kinds; it impresses one^ 
from both a scientific and a common-sense view 
of the question, as being one of the most pre- 
posterous conclusions that any sane mind can 
possibly arrive at. 

7. In the interest of this land tax, an attempt 
was made by its author to support its false 
theories, by claiming that a tax on personal 
property would diminish its production and 
tend to drive it from the country. 

8. This is a grave mistake, for it can be truth- 
fully said that the most highly taxed properties 
we now produce, comprising some of the largest 
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and most thrifty industries of the country, are 
really taxed the highest, namely: intoxicat- 
ing liquors, tobacco and patent medicines. 

9. This simply shows that wherever there is 
a paying demand for an article, it will be pro- 
duced regardless of the amount of tax upon it. 

10. High license, therefore, is not the proper 
remedy to diminish the coimtless evils of the 
liquor trafl&c; but, as a matter of fact, it gives the 
trafl&c substantial support in the interest of both 
the producer and the dealer, without any 
adequate return of benefit to the community at 
large ; as our criminal expenses, resulting either 
directly or indirectly from excessive intemper- 
ance, are probably greater than all the benefits 
derived from both the internal revenue tax and a 
high license. 

11. The late Mr. Henry George himself, ad- 
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mitted that an individual could still accumulate 
and possess almost unlimited wealth, in any- 
thing but land under this misleading land tax. 

12. What care you then for land, so long as 
you possess millions of wealth in its useful 
products and can live like a potentate without 
tilling the soil? With a million dollars' worth 
of hats, of shoes, of horses or of anything else 
having a conamercial value, you can readily 
exchange them for a magnificent home and for 
all other comforts you may desire to possess be- 
side them. 

13. Taxing land only, then, will not equitably 
distribute wealth of any kind and it is, therefore, 
not an equUable nor a desirable tax to adopt. 

14. This equitable distribution of wealth is 
the very objective point which we of The Equit- 
able Union most earnestly contend for. 
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15. Yes, we do most emphatically object to 
the great concentration and possession of in- 
dividual wealth of any kind. This we do, 
because it matters not what one's great wealth 
may consist of, so long as it can be readily ex- 
changed for anything else that may be desired, 
and it thus continues to give its possessor imdue 
power to dominate over the less f ortimate masses. 



SECTION VI 
Inefficiency of the land tax logically 

% 

DEMONSTRATED. 

1. It is now plainly understood that both 
the unimproved land in the country and the 
vacant lot in the city, are a source of expense to 
whoever may control them, till after the farmer 
casts the seed for his crop upon the land and 
the mechanic strikes the blow for a house upon 
the lot. Then, but not till then, will they begin 
to realize the prospects of having something with 
which to pay a tax. 

2. It is, therefore, the improvements alone 
which make the farm and the city lot of intrinsic 
or appreciable value. 

3. It is also true and self-evident that there 
can be no such improvements without the land 
and the lot on which to improve. 
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4. It is manifest, therefore, that for all practic- 
able and useful purposes, the union of the land 
and the improvements, with their resulting 
products, are as one and the same, and, of course, 
both should be taxed as such. 

5. After all, the supposed object of this land 
tax is to equitably distribute wealth by increasing 
the opportunities for labor, and by so doing 
favor the poor man; but this it cannot do for 
obvious reasons. (See paragraphs 11 and 12 
below.) 

6. The merchant, the manufacturer, the 
banker, those engaged in seafaring, railroading, 
telegraphy, insurance business, etc., do not 
accumulate their vast millions directly from 
landed estates or from rentals of city property. 

7. Neither would a heavy tax imposed upon 
your land and mine or on the land we might 
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occupy under this land tax, prevent these 
monopolies from continuing their oppressive ac- 
cumulations from those who produce all orig- 
inal wealth from the earth and from the sea. 

8. We say oppressive accumulations, because 
vast individual wealth can and does oppress the 
masses or the great majority of us. 

9. These wealthy monopolists do not own or 
control land in value to anything near the 
amount of their vast wealth, but they do control 
and convert into other securities much of the 
products of the soil and the sea^ which no amoimt 
of tax upon land alone can prevent them from 
doing. 

10. Then, as wealth gives power and increases 
favorable opportimities for its possessor, man's 
innate selfishness always prompts him to take 
the *4ion's share." 
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11. Neither would this land tax prevent the 
individual control of extensive landed proper- 
ties, nor prevent the control of very extensive 
city real estate. 

12. This is quite evident, for if it would pay 
the man of moderate means to conduct a farm 
or own a city building under this tax, it would 
certainly pay the rich man much more to con- 
trol these properties to a greater extent, which 
he would do, and thus give him the power to 
compel others to pay him exorbitant rents the 
same as now, and to work for him at such wages 
as he would see fit to give them. 

13. A gradtuUed tax, however, would operate 
very differently and would prevent very much 
of this atrocious robbery and oppression. 

14. It therefore follows, that great individual 
wealth of any description can and does have an 
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arbitrary and hurtful influence over the less 
thrifty of our population. 

15. In replying to a certain question asked 
by the writer regarding the effects of the land 
tax on estates, Mr. Henry George expressed 
the opmion that his proposed land tax would 
greatly reduce the wealth of Mr. Astor. 

16. Now, as Mr. Astor 's wealth is mostly im- 
proved real estate, and this land tax would 
only apply to the lots and not to the houses 
upon them, would his aggregate tax then be 
any more or even as much as his taxes are now? 
In that event, how could any eduction of his 
wealth possibly take place imder equivalent 
rentals? 

17. But even if it would prove true in thus 
reducing Mr. Astor's wealth, as Mr. George 
claimed it would, at what point would the re- 
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duction cease, if at all? This is a hard question 
to answer. Moreover, who could better alFord 
to secure and hold the vacant lots and pay this 
land tax than Mr. Astor and other extensive 
real estate owners, should it ever become a law? 

18. Unquestionably, they would still control 
the rate of rents to their tenants the same as 
now, and would improve their vacant lots under 
this law just as they would see fit and profitable 
to themselves. 

19. It is thus apparent that no equity can be 
obtained for the people under such a law as this. 
Concentrated wealth would seem to be just as 
probable imder this proposed land tax as it is 
now under our present methods of taxation. 

20. As one kind of property can be readily 
exchanged for any other, it matters very little 
what a man's wealth consists of, so long as he 
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has enough of it, but not so much of it as to 
unduly rob others. 

21. If, therefore, we do not have some more 
reliable method than the land tax for equitably 
distributing wealth of all kinds, we do not see 
how equity can possibly prevail. 

22. In view of these facts, we can confidently 
rely upon the equitable or graduated tax as a sure 
remedy for all these evils, and the sooner we 
discard the idea of having a land tax or any 
other uniform tax, and apply the Equitable tax, 
the sooner will equity prevail in our government. 



SECTION VII 
Increased population also enhances the 

VALUE OP personal PROPERTY. 

1. Again, it is foolish to suppose that an in- 
crease of population in any locality will enhance 
the value of land and not enhance the value 
of other property as well. 

2. For this increase of population, the old 
house rents for much more than it did when it 
was new and the population was sparse. 

3. The barrel of flour, with meats, vegetables, 
fruits and other products also advance in prices. 
The merchant likewise accumulates more rapidly 
and procures a much larger fortime. 

4. The manufacturer and those of other vo- 
cations also prosper because of the increase of 
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population, but the great trouble lies in the 
fact that all do not accumulate in an equitable 
proportion for the services rendered by ea<5h; 
and under our present laws this undesirable 
result is inevitable. 

5. Therefore, we must counteract this evil by 
applying the Equitable tax to all kinds of property, 
which will cover all the ground for any excuse 
to enforce such an impopular tax as the income 
tax has proven to be, and it will go much further 
than the income tax in the desh-able direction 
of equitably distributing wealth of all kinds. 

6. The internal revenue tax was enacted as 
a war measure and should have been entirely 
repealed many years ago. Its deleterious ef- 
fects are still manifest in the support it gives, in 
connection with special high license, to the ac- 
cursed liquor traffic. 
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7. If, therefore, we are to stop the onward 
march of this giant evil, our very first impor- 
tant act must be to remove from it all special 
tax and license, and tax it only as other conmion 
property is or should be taxed. 

8. All kinds of property should be equally 
subject to only one kind of tax and that one kind 
should be a graduated tax, which is the most 

equitable tax that any one can possibly conceive 
of. 

9. With due consistency, this graduated tax 
is now known as The Equitable Tax. 
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SECTION I 

iNBQXnTABLB AND HARMFUL VOCATIONS. 

1. Notwithstanding so much has been said 
in the interest of equitable taxation, in chapter 
second, we recognize right at the very thresh- 
old of our economic system a greater evil than 
that of imjust taxation. 

2. It is the permission given to, and even 
the legalization of several vocations that do 
not return to the conmnmity at large a benefit 
equivalent, at least, to the evils and degrading 
influences which such vocations inflict upon the 
general interest of all. 

3. These harmful vocations are the liquor 
traffic, most notably; then comes horse racing, 
debauchery, gambling in stocks, and other kinds 
of gambling; lotteries, bribery and swindling 
schemes generally, come under this head. 
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4. By the most righteous judgment, all such 
vocations should be thoroughly sought out and 
rigidly prohibited by law. 

5. It is not equity that both you and your 
brother should starve or be ruined by a needless 
vocation that only one person might live and 
enjoy a sumptuous life; but it is equity when any 
needful vocation permits an equivalent result, 
man for man. 

6. Again, we find still another but a less evil 
than those already mentioned. It is the legal- 
ization of high rates of interest on money, mort- 
gages and other public securities, 

7. This evil encourages the hoarding of money, 
for obtaining usurious rates of interest; it also 
encourages the issuing of bonds, mortgages, etc., 
for the sake of the high rates of interest they 
are allowed to draw. 
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8. This hurtful practice should cease to a 
great extent, and this capital on which large 
interest is being paid to the mortgage holder, 
should be invested in active industries from first 
hands, in order to give employment to the needy, 
and thrift with an abundance for the whole 
community. 

9. Away, forever away, with our false politico- 
economic methods, which compel the great ma- 
jority of us to contribute too largely from our 
modest earnings for the augmentation of capital, 
which is now limited to the ownership of the very 
few, though they have earned only a very small 
portion of it. 

10. This result is not at all equitable, it is not 
economical, it is not philanthropic and it is not 
in accordance with Divine methods. 



SECTION II 
Concerning ad valorem tariff. 

1. I now wish to add a few practibable con- 
clusions upon the ever disturbing tariff question. 
It is, per 86, a question for political parties and 
demagogues to quarrel over. 

2. In the very first place, it can be truthfully 
said, that a protective tariff unquestionably 
stimulates many profitable industries, develops 
new enterprises and greatly mcreases the ag- 
gregate wealth of our country. 

3. On the whole, then, a protective tariff 
appUed to only such conunodities aa we can 
successfully produce from the soil and by manu- 
facture is most desirable, excepting in such cases 
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where reciprocity would prove to be advan- 
tageous. 

4. Whatsoever may be desirable for us to 
have, which we can not successfully produce 
when protected by a reasonable tariff, should 
be admitted to our shores free from all duty. 

5. An ad valorem tariff, not exceeding 50 per 
cent nor less than 5 per cent on a fair valua- 
tion of any imported article, would seem to be 
the most equitable method of imposing a tariff 
on dutiable goods. 

6. This may be illustrated by taking a keg 
of nails, a yard of cloth, a barrel of sugar, etc., 
and when the tariff would be adjusted at a fixed 
sum per keg, per yard or per hundred weight, 
as the case may be, which we are doing under 
our present tariff law, it would seem very ar- 
bitrary and inconsistent when these commod- 
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ities would become either very cheap or very 
dear; but not so with the ad valorem tariff; for 
this has an adaptability to the rise and fall in 
values which the other method now in use has 
not. 

7. For example, if imported nails be worth 
six dollars per keg, a duty of two dollars per 
keg may seem consistent enough, but when they 
fall in value below three dollars per keg, as is 
often the case with wire nails, then the two 
dollars tariff per keg would seem very incon- 
sistent and excessive. 

8. When our tariff rates are once equitably 
adjusted on an ad valorem basis, in connection 
with the reciprocity feature, they should not 
be materially changed or interfered with agam 
for at least a period of twenty years. This 
kind of adjustment would give a quietus to our 
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favorite political hobby, for which we could 
all rejoice. 

9. The adoption of this kind of tariff, with the 
Equitable tax and consistent temperance meas" 
ures, would give a stability to commerce and 
manufacture, would rapidly develop our mining, 
agricultural and other resources, and would give 
a general thrift with lasting prosperity to our 
country, such as nothing else could possibly 
give to us. 



SECTION III 
Wisdom op Tms politico-philanthropic 

MOVEMENT. 

1. It matters but little to the great majority 
of us, however, whether we have a high tariff, 
a low tariff or free trade, unless we can have 
the Equitable tax to keep our wealth equitably 
distributed. 

2. It is just as cruel to starve the people in a 
country with a protective tariff, such as we 
now have, as it is to starve them in a free trade 
country like Old England. 

3. We should keep the resources of our wealth 
in active operation and let our people have an 
abundance of their own productions, instead 
of giving so much of it to the favored few, and 
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then our political and social evils would very 
soon disappear. 

4. The wisdom of this politico-philanthropic 
movement is more manifest now than ever be- 
fore. 

5. The horrible industrial strikes which 
threaten the peace of our country from time to 
time demand it. 

6. The lack of patriotism with a disregard 
for brotherly kindness, and the greedy rush 
for vast individual wealth, unmistakably call 
for it. 

7. The inordinate methods of anarchism, 
communism and fanaticism require its moder- 
ation and its thorough principles of equity. 

8. The better elements of all political parties 
already comprehend it and must soon respond 
to its most consistent and equitable methods. 



SECTION IV 

This platform would peacefully revolu- 
tionize OUR Government. 

First. Intelligence: — ^This calls for a more lib- 
eral expenditure of our public funds, to secure a 
free education for every child in the nation. 
The wisdom and equity of this measure must 
be apparent to all. 

Second. Temperance: — ^Knowing that high 
license and the internal revenue tax are the 
chief supports of the liquor traffic, by making 
it exceedingly profitable for the vicious who 
pursue it, though exceedingly destructive to 
the general weal; we therefore demand the 
removal of all such supports, so that wise legis- 
lation can be more easily secured for its 
proper restriction. 
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Third. Taxation: — ^In lieu of all direct taxes, 
for the support of government, etc., the most 
equitable tax is that which is levied on a gradu- 
ated scale, in proportion to the ability of the 
individual and the private corporation to pay, 
and also in proportion as they receive protection 
and support from the general public. We pro- 
pose a tax of about two per cent per annum on 
all individual wealth not exceeding $100,000. 
For greater individual wealth than this, we would 
increase the rate of tax about \ of one per cent 
per annum on every additional $100,000 valua- 
tion or fractional part thereof. The clear justice 
of this sort of tax is too obvious for further 
comment. 

Fourth. Interest: — All legal interest now ex- 
ceeding three per cent per annum should be 
made illefi:al. The tendencv of this measure 
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would surely diminish the incentive for issuing 
bondSj mortgages and other interest bearing 

ft 

securities, and would induce capital to seek 
investments in active industries, which would 
greatly enlarge the field for labor and encourage 
constant production and greater consumption of 
the good and needful things by the masses. 

Fifth. Money and Banking: — ^Money should 
be coined and issued exclusively by the general 
government on a sound basis, to the amount of 
about $30 per capita. No individual should 
have the right to demand the free coinage of 
gold, silver or any other metal. Bimetallism 
must be sustained, but for convenience, our 
circulating medium should be chiefly gold and 
paper money, with, of course, the exception of 
our fractional currency. Banks in sufficient 
numbers for convenient deposit and exchange 
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should also be controlled by the general govern- 
ment, but kept in harmony with local interests, 
for whatever it would actually cost to run them. 

Sixth. Tariff: — ^For the proper development 
of our natural resources and to strengthen our 
national independence, we require a moder- 
ately protective tariff with the reciprocity 
feature. With this tariff and the Equitable tax, 
as mentioned above, there would be no further 
danger of concentrated wealth, as we now have, 
nor any danger of hard times and a so-called 
"overproduction" — which now occur about 
every decade — ^with their horrible crimes and 
starvation for the producmg masses. 

Seventh. Railroads j etc.: — ^The highways of 
travel and the public means of communication 
by wire and post, and possibly our mining in- 
terests, could be more equitably controlled by 



178 The Equitable Union 

the general government than by private cor- 
porations. The Equitable tax, however, without 
government control, would also regulate these 
monopolies, so that the difference in results 
would be of little consequence to the public. 

EigMh. Suffrage: — ^There can be no special ob- 
jection to the right of female suffrage, but it is 
questionable if the greatly increased vote would 
materially change the general results of our 
elections, or would justify the additional ex- 
pense it would necessarily incur. At all events, 
we consider it far wiser to restrict our suffrage 
by requiring every voter to read and write the 
English language, to pay an annual tax of at 
least ten dollars, and the foreigner must be 
naturalized and have a residence in the United 
States for at least five years before he shall 
vote. These few requirements would prevent 
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bribery, add responsibUity to the voter and secure 
for us honest and pure elections. 

Ninth. The Constitvtion: — ^We believe it would 
be more equitable for the people to cast their 
ballots directly for the election of any and all 
political candidates, and that the presidential 
term be extended to six or eight years; but 
the president himself shall not be eligible for 
a third term in succession. We, therefore, 
favor the necessary changes in the United 
States Constitution to secure all of the aforesaid 
advantages. 

Tenth. Electixms: — ^We most emphatically de- 
mand full protection to every legalized voter at 
the ballot box throughout the country, the 
severe pimishment of all attempts at bribery 
and an unquestionably honest coimt, with a 
complete return of all the ballots cast. 



SECTION V 
Successful test op the Graduated Tax. 

1. Some very interesting data regarding the 
operation of the graduated tax law of New 
Zealand has been recently obtained through the 
kindly oflBices of the Honorable John D. Con- 
nolly, the Consul General to that remarkably 
enterprising and thrifty country. 

2. The most interesting point about this tax 
account, is that of its being the first attempt 
to make the land tax aUxme reach the wealthy 
class for equitably distributing their possessions 
without adopting the graduated feature. This 
having signally failed, they then adopted this 
gradiuited feature with great satisfaction. 

3. So long then as they kept this gradiuited 
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tax applied to both the land and the improve^ 
mentSf they had excellent results, but when they 
undertook to conform entirely to the Henry 
George idea, by dropping the graduated feature 
altogether and taxing nothing but the land, they 
found a deficiency in the revenue of about 
$185,000. 

4. The obnoxious income tax was then enacted, 
but this still being inefficient, as well as adding 
complication and further expense to their tax 
laws, they then increased the scale of the 
gradtuUed tax, which is now having the desired 
effect. 

5. Right here let it be said with much em- 
phasis, that the most equitable tax which any 
government can possibly have, is a direct 
graduated tax on both the land and the improve- 
ments^ in lieu of all other direct taxes. 
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6. Observe also what Mr. Connolly says in 
this conniection, confirming the above state- 
ment : '^ In addition to this land tax, they have 
also a graduated tax and an income tax, but the 
income tax is not satisfactory. 

7. "The object of imposing this additional 
graduated tax is to compel those possessed of 
large estates to either subdivide or offer such 
lands for bonafide settlement. 

8. "Under the circumstances, the equity and 
wisdom of this graduated tax are quite ap- 
parent when it is remembered that 2,028 land 
owners hold from 1,000 to 50,000 acres each. 

9. "The graduated tax is not regarded as be- 
ing burdensome ; besides it is having the desired 
effect of equitably distributing these inmiense 
estates." 

10. The president of the French Republic, 
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with his salary of 1,200,000 francs, is likewise 
in favor of a graduated tax. He says: '^ Those 
who enjoy a superfluity of wealth must form a 
larger idea of their social obUgations and resign 
themselves to assuming a somewhat heavier 
proportion of the public charges, in order to 
relieve those who buy bread for their families 
with a daily wage/' 

11. Another indication for this graduated tax 
in this country is noticed in the recent remarks, 
made during a public address, of the distinguished 
United States senator from Massachusetts, the 
Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge. He says: ^'Every- 
where to-day there is an ominous spirit of un- 
rest, and everywhere there is a feeling that 
all is not well, when wealth abounds and none 
the less, dire poverty ranges by its side. " This 
is a truthful statement, and the principal rem- 
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edy for our unfortunate condition, lies in the 
application of the Equitable tax. 

12. After these confessions of the high esti- 
mation in which the graduated tax is held in 
New Zealand and in France, it seems to us that 
no further argument is necessary to prove the 
superiority of the graduated or Equitable tax 
over all other methods of taxation. 



SECTION VI 

How THE PEOPLE CAN REPOSSESS THEIR EQUI- 
TABLE SHARE OF THE WEALTH. 

1. Under our present inequitable laws, it is 
conceded by all impartial investigators of this 
question that, notwithstanding our seeming 
prosperity, the larger part of humanity is being 
swept towards the fearful vortex of pauperism. 

2. These laws now confer upon a few the 
power to gamer unto themselves the wealth of 
the world, consisting of both the land and 
its products, the value of which is alone due 
to the increasing number and labor of the whole 
population. 

3. Now, the paramount question is, how to 
have the people repossessed of their equitable 
share of this wealth. 

4. It is manifestly clear that by adopting the 

18d 



186 The EqvitabU Union 

principles herein set forth, we may confidently 
expect the door to be opened for humanity, that 
will lead us into the way of equity, peace and 
prosperity for the whole people. 

5. Practically, the way is very simple and 
easy of accomplishment. The law is fully ade- 
quate to the emergency, without the resort to 
anarchy, revolution or injustice to even the few 
who have already possessed themselves of nearly 
all the wealth of the nation. 

6. Our highest courts have decided that the 
tax laws of any state in the RepubUc may be 
changed by act of the Legislature, without 
changing the Constitution. 

7. This is the legal door that is still left open, 
through which the people may enter and protect 
themselves against the wrongs of monopoly, in 
a peaceful and equitable manner. 
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8, Let us therefore continue the agitation 
with increasing energy, and pour into our legis- 
lative halls from every farm, workshop, hamlet, 
town and city, our petitions for a gradiuited tax 
law in the place of our present inequitable system 
of taxation, upon the following ratio and con- 
ditions. 



• i/- X. 



SECTION vn 

Qualifications for voting, and the equi- 
table RATES FOR TAXATION. 

1. Every adult male resident, regardless of 
his nationality, whether he has any taxable 
property or not, or whose taxable property does 
not amount to $1,000, shall be required to pay 
an annual tax of five dollars, and this much 
shall be paid without allowing him the privilege 
of casting his political ballot. 

2. Whenever he becomes a citizen, however, 
and desires to vote, then he shall be required 
to read and write the English language and to 
pay an annual tax of not less than ten dollars 
before voting. 

3. Every voter shall also be required to pre- 
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sent his tax receipt for the same year and at the 
same time of registration for the ensuing election, 
regardless of the amowit of wealth he might 
possess. 

4. This measure will greatly tend to prevent 
bribery, it will add dignity and responsibility 
to the voter and it will secure for us honest, 
intelligent and pure elections. 

5- AU males of foreign birth must have their 
residence in the United States for at least five 
years before they can become citizens and be 
qualified to exercise the political franchise. 

6. All persons, both male and female, possess- 
ing not less than $1,000 nor more than $25,000 
taxable property, shall be required to pay there- 
on a tax of 1^ per cent per annum; and on 
property valued from $25,000 to $50,000, a tax 
of 2 per cent per annum; on property valued 
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from $50,000 to $100,000, a tax of 2J per cent 
per annum, and for every additional $100,000 
valuation or fractional part thereof, owned by 
an individual, an increasing ratio of J of 1 per 
cent per annum shall be collected. 

7. This rate of taxation would amount to 
only 4^ per cent per annum on the first million 
dollars valuation, and only 2^ per cent per an- 
num additional for every additional million 
dollars of valuation owned by an individual. 

8. Should any critic assert that a graduated 
tax would militate agamst vested rights and 
against man^s incentive to industry, we reply 
that it would most surely destroy vested wrongs 
growing out of feudalism, but it would leave 
man's genius free, and curb all avarice when- 
ever it would become the oppressor. 

9. Under this tax, with other reforms herein 
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mentioned, humanity would bound forward, 
through industry, to a wider spread of prosper- 
ity and contentment than has ever yet been 
recorded in the annals of civilization. 
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